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W E L C O M E

It depends on the block
We're Travis and Kiel Bach, and this is the question we hear more than any other. The short version:
Nanaimo is a mid-size city on the BC coast, and like any city it doesn't split neatly into safe parts and
unsafe parts. It reads pocket by pocket, sometimes street by street, and the skill is learning to read the
specific pocket in front of you.

So this guide doesn't hand you a verdict or a ranking. It hands you the tools: the official maps and data,
the things to look for on the ground, and the questions worth asking. Then we walk it with you. By the end
you'll be able to size up any street yourself, which is the only read that really counts, the one for the home
you're actually considering.

W A T C H  T H I S  F I R S T

Travis walks through what living in different parts of Nanaimo is actually like. A good few minutes before
you read on.

W H A T ' S  I N S I D E

The big picture, the tools to judge a place yourself, the on-the-ground checks, property crime versus
personal safety, the downtown core, rural living, natural hazards, families, and how we help.

Y O U R  I S L A N D  T E A M

Travis Bach
R E A L T O R ®

(250) 619-2517
travis@bachrealestate.ca

Kiel Bach
P R E C *

(250) 667-4182
kiel@bachrealestate.ca
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T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E

A city of pockets, not labels
Half the answer is just learning to think at the right scale.

A city, not a label. Nanaimo is around a hundred thousand people spread along the coast, not a single
uniform place. Even the most sought-after family streets have a busier stretch a few blocks over, and quiet
corners turn up where people least expect them. The neighbourhood name tells you less than the block does.

Two different things. It helps to separate property crime, things like theft from vehicles or sheds, from
personal safety. They show up differently on a map and call for different responses. Most of what a crime
map shows is property crime, and most of that is preventable.

The part people ask about. Like most cities, Nanaimo has a core where social challenges, housing, addiction,
and mental health, are more visible. These pressures are common right across British Columbia and Canada,
so the city is far from alone, and they sit in some pockets more than others. We come back to how to read
that block by block, with care and without writing anywhere off.

The throughline. Pull it together and it lands on one idea: the street and the pocket tell you more than the
city-wide label ever will. The rest of this guide is how to read them.
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H O W  T O  J U D G E  I T  Y O U R S E L F

The tools, in your hands
Start with the objective stuff. A few public tools tell you more than any opinion.

The crime and safety map. The City of Nanaimo and the RCMP publish a map of reported property crime.
Read it for patterns, not single dots, and remember the locations are approximate and privacy-screened, so
it shows the shape of things in an area, not an exact address.

T H E  N A N A I M O  C R I M E  A N D  S A F E T Y  M A P

Reported property crime across the city, from the City of Nanaimo and the RCMP. The best place to start a
pocket read.

The wider trend. Pair the map with the Statistics Canada Crime Severity Index, which tracks how things
move year to year. One incident on a map is noise. The trend is the signal.

The hazard side. Safety isn't only crime. The B.C. Hazard Map and PreparedBC show flood, wildfire, and
tsunami exposure, which is very specific to a single lot. More on that shortly.
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O N  T H E  G R O U N D

Walk the block, not just the listing
Once the data points you somewhere, your own two feet do the rest.

Street View, then stand on it. Look up and down the block online first, then go stand on it. A screen misses the
feel of a street.

Go more than once. Visit at different times, including after dark and on a weekend. A pocket can read one
way on a Tuesday morning and another on a Friday night.

Notice what's nearby. A 24-hour store, a busy arterial, or a late-night business draws more evening activity.
That isn't good or bad, just worth knowing if a quiet street matters to you.

Read the small signs. Lit walkways, tidy yards, kids' bikes, people out walking, those everyday cues of a
cared-for street tell you plenty.

Check the walk to the door. Look at the lighting and sightlines from where you'd park to the front door, the
way you'd actually arrive home.

Ask a local. A two-minute chat with someone walking by beats any forum. People know their own pocket. If
it's a strata or rental, ask the manager and skim recent minutes.

Circle the block. Drive one street in every direction. The listing stops at the property line. The neighbourhood
doesn't.

Separate how a place feels from what the data says, then weigh both. That's the whole skill.
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P R O P E R T Y  C R I M E  A N D  P E R S O N A L  S A F E T Y

What the map is, and isn't, telling you
Most of what you'll read about is one kind of thing, and it's the preventable kind.

The common kind. Most of what shows up is property crime, and most of it is opportunistic, things taken from
unlocked cars and open garages. The simple stuff prevents the bulk of it: lock the car, light the driveway,
close the garage. ICBC's vehicle-theft tips are a useful two-minute read.

The rarer kind. Personal-safety incidents are far less common and tend to concentrate in specific settings
and hours. A property-crime count in an area does not translate into personal-safety risk on a quiet
residential street.

Reading without fear. Raw numbers feel alarming out of context. Read them per capita, over time, and
against the rest of the city, and the picture usually calms right down.
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T H E  D O W N T O W N  C O R E

Reading the core with clear eyes
The part of the question that deserves the most care, and the least stigma.

What's real. Like most Canadian cities, Nanaimo's downtown core carries more visible social challenges.
These are real and worth understanding, not stigmatizing, and they reflect a wider housing and health story
rather than something unique to here.

It's block by block. The core is not one thing. A lively, walkable, characterful street can sit a short distance
from a tougher one. If downtown appeals to you, and for many it does, walk the specific block at the specific
time you'd use it.

A constructive lens. If you want to understand the services working on this, or support them, 211 BC is the
neutral front door to community resources. Understanding a place is a world apart from writing it off.

Bach Real Estate Group The downtown core    6



R U R A L  A N D  S E M I - R U R A L

Different questions out of town
Head for the acreages and the safety questions change shape.

Not less safe, different. Out in Cedar, the Jingle Pots, the edges of Lantzville, and the acreages, the questions
are different rather than worse. Worth weighing with clear eyes.

Time and distance. Emergency response takes longer the farther out you are, and neighbours are not next
door. That solitude is the whole appeal for many and a real consideration for others.

The land itself. Think about the wildfire interface, well and septic, road access in a winter storm, and wildlife.
These are practical, plannable, and part of the rural trade-off.
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N A T U R A L  H A Z A R D S

The safety you can plan for
This is the empowering part: hazards you can look up, plan for, and largely manage.

Know the lot. We're on the coast, so earthquake and tsunami exposure matter near the shore, and wildfire
and flood risk vary lot by lot. The B.C. Hazard Map shows what applies where you're looking.

T H E  B . C .  H A Z A R D  M A P  A N D  P R E P A R E D B C

Check flood, wildfire, and tsunami exposure for a specific area, then build a simple household plan.

Be ready, simply. A grab-and-go kit and a household plan from PreparedBC cover most of it, and FireSmart
steps help in the wildfire interface.

Stay informed. EmergencyInfoBC for alerts and orders, DriveBC for the roads, and the City and Regional
District of Nanaimo pages for local updates.

Bach Real Estate Group Natural hazards    8

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/preparedbc/know-your-hazards/hazard-map


F A M I L I E S  A N D  T H E  E V E R Y D A Y

The safety that shows up daily
For most families, the day-to-day matters more than the rare event.

The daily stuff. Traffic, crossings, and how fast cars move on the street out front shape your week far more
than anything that makes the news.

The school walk. Walk the route to the school and the bus stop, look at the crossings, and notice whether kids
are already out walking. That's the quiet vote of confidence in a street.

The street type. A quiet cul-de-sac lives differently than a busy connector road. Match the street to the
stage of life you're in.

Bach Real Estate Group Families and the everyday    9



A  N E W C O M E R ' S  R E A D

Reputation versus the lived street
What people fear before they arrive, and what they find once they do.

Reputation runs ahead. Online comments and local groups skew to the dramatic, because calm streets don't
make posts. The reputation of a place often runs well ahead of the lived experience of it.

Trust your visit. Come walk the pockets you're considering. Most people arrive with a worry shaped by the
internet and leave with a clearer, calmer read from their own eyes.

Keep perspective. Nanaimo has real things to weigh, like any city, and it also has streets where people leave
the garage open and the kids ride till dark. Both are true. The work is finding the pocket that fits you.

Bach Real Estate Group A newcomer's read    10



H O W  W E  H E L P

We walk the pocket with you
This is the part the maps and lists can't do on their own.

We don't hand you a verdict. We won't tell you an area is safe. That isn't ours to declare, and a blanket label
would do you a disservice anyway. What we do is guide you through the read.

We walk it with you. We'll pull the maps for the specific places you're weighing, walk the pockets with you,
point you to the data, and help you get answers to the concerns you actually have, whether that's the evening
feel, the school route, or what a map dot really means.

The decision stays yours. You end up with a clear, street-level picture and the confidence to choose. We're on
your side of the table the whole way, and the call is always yours.
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R E S O U R C E S

Where to look it up
Everything here is clickable. Confirm the current page before you rely on it.

D A T A  A N D  M A P S

Nanaimo Crime and Safety Map nanaimo.ca/crimereporting
City Maps and Open Data nanaimo.ca/maps-data
Nanaimo RCMP rcmp.ca/en/bc/nanaimo
Statistics Canada, Crime Severity Index statcan.gc.ca

P R E V E N T I O N  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y

Police, Crime Prevention and Block Watch nanaimo.ca/public-safety
ICBC, vehicle theft prevention icbc.com

H A Z A R D S  A N D  P R E P A R E D N E S S

PreparedBC preparedbc.ca
B.C. Hazard Map gov.bc.ca hazard map
BC Wildfire Service and FireSmart BC bcwildfire.ca
EmergencyInfoBC and DriveBC emergencyinfobc.ca
Regional District of Nanaimo rdn.bc.ca

C H E C K I N G  A N  A D D R E S S

Street View and Maps google.com/maps
BC Assessment bcassessment.ca
realtor.ca realtor.ca

W H E N  S O M E T H I N G  C O M E S  U P

Emergencies 911   ·   Nanaimo RCMP non-emergency 250-754-2345
211 BC, community services bc.211.ca
811 HealthLink BC healthlinkbc.ca

W A T C H  A N D  R E A D  F I R S T

Our video, Is Nanaimo Safe? youtu.be/cQygUOE7Yms
Our neighbourhood safety page bachrealestate.ca/nanaimo-safe-place-live
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G E T  I N  T O U C H

Let's find your pocket
Tell us the pockets you're weighing and what you want a street to feel like, and we'll pull the data, walk
them with you, and help you land somewhere that fits. A call, an email, or grab a time that works.

W H A T  C L I E N T S  S A Y

We're proud of the people we've helped land on the Island. A few words from them, with plenty more on our
Google profile.

“I couldn't recommend Travis more highly. Calm, helpful, and completely down-to-earth.”
Beth H.  ·   Nanaimo

“Working with Kiel and the Bach Real Estate Group was an absolute game-changer.”
Alicia G.  ·   Nanaimo Read more reviews on Google

Y O U R  I S L A N D  T E A M

Travis Bach
R E A L T O R ®

(250) 619-2517
travis@bachrealestate.ca

Kiel Bach
P R E C *

(250) 667-4182
kiel@bachrealestate.ca

Book a 20-minute call, or reach us anytime at bachrealestate.ca
instagram.com/bachrealestatenanaimo   ·   facebook.com/bachrealestatenanaimo

P L E A S E  N O T E

This guide is a general overview to help you read a neighbourhood for yourself, not advice for your circumstances, and nothing here rates any area as
safe or unsafe or makes any guarantee. Crime, hazard, and community information change, so check the current official sources yourself: the City of
Nanaimo and the RCMP for crime mapping, Statistics Canada for the Crime Severity Index, and PreparedBC and the B.C. Hazard Map for natural
hazards. In an emergency call 911; the Nanaimo RCMP non-emergency line is 250-754-2345. For legal, insurance, or financial questions, please speak
with the right professional. We're REALTORS®, not safety, legal, or insurance advisors, and we'd be glad to walk a specific pocket with you.
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