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WELCOME

Welcome to the coast
If you grew up on the prairies, a move to the coast is not a small thing. It means leaving a place that shaped
your routines, your friendships, and a good part of who you are. We know that, because most of the prairie
families we have helped felt it too.

This guide is for people from Saskatchewan and across the prairies who are thinking about spending their
retirement years somewhere milder. Most of them land in Parksville and the Oceanside area, and once you
have spent a little time there, the reason tends to make sense.

We wrote it to answer the questions that come up after the daydream: what your prairie home will buy
here, how health care works when you arrive, what changes when you trade a furnace for a heat pump,
and how to stay close to family back home. The practical parts, in one place.

Wherever a number matters, we point you to where the current figure lives, because prices and rules
change and a guide should not pretend otherwise. When you want to talk through your own situation, you
know where to find us.

Travis and Kiel Bach
Bach Real Estate Group  ·  RE/MAX Professionals

YOUR CENTRAL ISLAND TEAM

Travis Bach
REALTOR®

(250) 619-2517
travis@bachrealestate.ca

Kiel Bach
PREC*

(250) 667-4182
kiel@bachrealestate.ca
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PART ONE

Why prairie
retirees choose
the coast
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PART ONE · WHY THE COAST

The winter that shapes a life
On the prairies, winter is not a season you wait out. It shapes the year. It decides when you
drive, how you dress, and how much of life happens indoors. After fifty or sixty of them,
plenty of people decide they are ready to hand that job to someone else.

A gentler climate. Parksville and the Oceanside area sit in a rain shadow, which makes them among the
driest and sunniest places on the coast. Winters mostly stay above freezing. Snow shows up rarely and
does not last. You trade the deep cold for grey and damp, which is a trade most prairie people make gladly
once they have lived through a January without a block heater.

Easier on an aging body. The move is not only about comfort. Ice underfoot, shovelling, and cold that
settles in the joints get harder to manage every year. A mild coast takes a daily hazard out of the picture at
the age when that starts to matter.

The same peace, a different view. What surprises people is how familiar it feels. The prairie has its wide
open horizon. The coast has the same openness, looking out over water instead of wheat. At Rathtrevor
Beach the tide pulls back close to a kilometre and leaves a flat expanse of sand and sky that reads much
like home.

THE PART NOBODY PUTS ON A POSTCARD

• Coastal winters are mild but grey. From November to February you get short days and steady drizzle.
People who love it lean into cozy season. People who need sun plan a week away in January.

• The rain is why everything is green. Those same wet winters give you the gardens, the moss, and the
giant cedars.
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PART ONE · THE MONEY

What your prairie home buys here
This is the conversation that decides most moves. A home paid off in Regina or Saskatoon is a
strong position to be in. It is worth being clear about what it does and does not stretch to on
the coast, so there are no surprises later.

Prices are higher here. Vancouver Island is no secret anymore, and the central island is no exception. In
most cases a detached home in Parksville costs more than its equivalent on the prairies. The gap is smaller
than Victoria or the Lower Mainland, which is a good part of why prairie retirees look here rather than
there.

The value is in right-sizing. Most people making this move are not trying to buy a bigger house. They are
trying to spend less time maintaining one. That is where the money works in your favour. A patio home, a
rancher, or a unit in a 55+ strata trades square footage and a yard for lock-and-leave simplicity, and it
often frees up cash for the rest of retirement.

The value entry points. If the budget is tighter, manufactured-home parks and leasehold communities
deserve a serious look. They are common on the central island, and they put an easy single-level home
within reach at a price detached housing cannot match. There are trade-offs to understand around land
leases and monthly fees, which we are glad to walk through.

Where the detail lives. We keep the deep detail in two companion guides so this one stays readable.
Right-Sizing for the Years Ahead covers the downsizing math, and the Manufactured Homes guide covers
leases, parks, and financing. Ask us for either.

ON CURRENT PRICES

• We do not print benchmark prices here, because they move and a printed number goes stale. For
today's figures by community, ask us and we will send the current page from bachrealestate.ca.
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PART TWO · LANDING WELL

Health care, sorted
This is the question we hear most from prairie retirees, and the answer is more manageable
than the worry suggests. Two things matter: getting your BC coverage started, and getting
onto the list for a family doctor.

Enrol in MSP the week you arrive. British Columbia's Medical Services Plan covers residents. You apply
when you land, and coverage begins after a wait of the balance of the month you arrive plus two full
months. Saskatchewan keeps you covered during that window, so there is no gap as long as you enrol
promptly. You apply online through gov.bc.ca.

Get on the doctor list right away. A family doctor can take time to land here, the same as much of the
country. The step to take on day one is to register with the Health Connect Registry, the provincial waitlist
that matches you to a family doctor or nurse practitioner taking patients. The earlier you are on it, the
better your place in line.

Care in the meantime. You are not without options while you wait. The Oceanside Health Centre in
Parksville runs an urgent care service for issues that are not emergencies. Nanaimo Regional General
Hospital is the regional hospital for the central island, roughly half an hour south. Pharmacists in BC can
also prescribe for a growing list of minor conditions.

YOUR FIRST-WEEK CHECKLIST

• Apply for MSP online through gov.bc.ca.

• Register with the Health Connect Registry.

• Transfer prescriptions to a local pharmacy.

• Keep your Saskatchewan coverage active until MSP begins.
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PART TWO · WHAT CHANGES

The prairie translation
A handful of everyday things work differently on the coast. None are hard once you know
them. Here is the short version, prairie to Island.

Car insurance SGI becomes ICBC. You have a set window after you move to register
your vehicle and switch your licence. Bring your driving record; your
prairie history can count toward your rate.

Your licence and health card Both switch to BC. The licence is done at a driver licensing office, the
health card as part of MSP enrolment. Do them early in your first
weeks.

Homes without basements Many coastal homes sit on a slab or a crawlspace rather than a full
basement. Storage works differently, and that cold room full of
preserves needs a new plan. Worth thinking about before the movers
arrive.

Heat pumps, not furnaces Mild winters mean most homes are heated and cooled by a heat pump
rather than a gas furnace. Running costs are low, there is no block
heater in sight, and summer cooling comes built in.

Ferries are part of life Getting on or off the Island means a ferry or a flight. It becomes
routine quickly, though trips to the mainland want more planning than
a prairie drive. Book vehicle sailings ahead in summer.

Mild is not sunny all winter We say it plainly because it matters more than a rosy picture: the
coast trades cold for grey. Winters are wet and soft, not frozen. The
payoff arrives as one of the longest outdoor seasons in the country.
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PART TWO · FAMILY

Staying close to home
The hardest part of any prairie move is the people you leave. The one genuine cost of a
coastal move is that distance, and it is worth planning for rather than hoping around.

The Island is closer than it feels. A flight home is short from more than one nearby airport. Comox is the
closest hub with prairie connections, under an hour north. Nanaimo and Victoria add options, and
Vancouver is a quick hop or a ferry away when you want the widest choice of flights. Airlines change routes
by season, so confirm current direct connections when you plan, and we can point you to what is flying
now.

Winters here, summers there. A pattern we see often reverses the usual snowbird. Instead of fleeing the
heat, prairie retirees spend the mild winters on the coast and go back to Saskatchewan for the warm
months, when the prairie is at its best and the family gatherings are in full swing. A lock-and-leave home
makes it simple.

Room for visitors. When you choose a home, it pays to think about the guest room and the summer traffic.
Grandkids come for the beach. Old friends come for a week in the mild. The right layout turns distance into
a reason for people to visit.
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PART THREE · THE PLACE

The pockets of Oceanside
Oceanside is the local name for the string of communities around Parksville and Qualicum
Beach. Each has its own feel. We describe them pocket by pocket rather than paint whole areas
with one brush, and we are glad to walk you through any specific street.

Parksville The commercial centre of Oceanside, with the shopping, the services, and the famous community beach.
Flat and walkable in the core, and central to everything. The busiest of the group through summer.

Qualicum Beach A heritage seaside village with a walkable main street, galleries, and a strong arts community.
Quieter and a touch more upscale. A favourite for people who want charm within walking distance.

French Creek A marina community between the two towns, handy for boaters and for the little ferry to Lasqueti
Island. Rural in feel, close to services.

Nanoose Bay Between Parksville and Nanaimo, with waterfront pockets, the Fairwinds golf community, and a
peaceful, spread-out character. Good for people who want space and do not mind a short drive to town.

Errington and Coombs Just inland, with acreages, hobby farms, and the well-known Coombs market with its
goats grazing on the roof. For those who want a little land and a country pace.

On which streets suit you and how a specific pocket feels day to day, ask us, and see the neighbourhood safety page at
bachrealestate.ca.
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PART THREE · COMMUNITY

A creative community
Retirement on the coast is not only trails and tee times. Oceanside has a deep creative streak,
and for many people it becomes the way they find their circle. If you have been meaning to
get back to painting, pottery, or music, this is a good place to do it.

The Old School House Arts Centre. Known locally as TOSH, in Qualicum Beach, it is the heart of the arts
scene, with galleries, studios, classes, and working artists in residence. A welcoming first stop if you want to
meet people.

McMillan Arts Centre. The MAC, in Parksville, runs galleries, classes, and events across the visual and
performing arts, in a heritage building near the water.

Guilds and makers. The area has active guilds for pottery, weaving and spinning, woodworking, and
quilting, plus painting groups and a busy community-theatre and live-music calendar. Most welcome
newcomers and beginners without a second thought.

Markets and artisans. Seasonal artisan markets bring out local makers through the year, from summer
fairs to Christmas craft markets. A good way to meet people and find the working artists nearby.
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PART THREE · THE LIFE

The life you're moving toward
Set the logistics aside for a moment. Here is what the days tend to look like once the boxes are
unpacked.

A garden that barely stops. The coast sits in a mild growing zone, close to zone 8. The season runs long,
roughly ten months, and things you nursed along on the prairie grow with ease. Past clients send us photos
of tomatoes and dahlias while friends back home are still waiting on the thaw.

Curling and an instant circle. If you are worried about knowing no one, the rink solves it fast. Oceanside has
curling, and prairie people arrive already fluent. It is one of the quickest ways we have seen newcomers
build a group of friends in a single season.

The beach as a habit. Rathtrevor Beach at low tide is a daily ritual for much of Parksville. Warm shallow
water in summer, kilometres of sand, and eagles overhead. Add Englishman River Falls, Milner Gardens,
and the spring Brant Wildlife Festival, and the outdoor calendar fills itself.

A slower clock. The through-line to all of it is pace. Shorter drives, closer nature, fewer errands that eat an
afternoon. The shopping and the services are here. The grind is not.
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PART FOUR · WHEN YOU'RE READY

How we help
We are Travis and Kiel Bach, brothers and REALTORS® with RE/MAX Professionals on the
central island. A good share of our work is helping people move here from somewhere else,
which means we do this move often.

We know the prairie move specifically. The questions in this guide are the ones we answer week in and
week out. We can line up virtual tours before you fly out, plan a scouting trip that uses your time well, and
connect you with the movers, lawyers, and inspectors who handle Island purchases every day.

The pace is yours. Whether you are a weekend away from looking or a couple of years out, there is no clock
on this. Reach out when it helps, and not before.

“ I couldn't recommend Travis more highly. Calm, helpful, and
completely down-to-earth.
Beth H.  ·  Nanaimo

“ Working with Kiel and the Bach Real Estate Group was an absolute
game-changer.
Alicia G.  ·  Nanaimo

Read more reviews on Google
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PART FOUR · GET IN TOUCH

When you're ready, we're here
Whether you are months out or ready to look this season, we would be glad to help you find your place on
the coast. Reach out however suits you: a call, an email, or grab a time that works.

Travis Bach
REALTOR®

(250) 619-2517
travis@bachrealestate.ca

Kiel Bach
PREC*

(250) 667-4182
kiel@bachrealestate.ca

Book a 20-minute call

or explore listings and neighbourhood guides at bachrealestate.ca

Follow along:  Instagram  ·  Facebook  ·  YouTube

Welcome to the coast. We'll help you find your place on it.

Travis Bach and Kiel Bach
RE/MAX Professionals  ·  Central Vancouver Island
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