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street and utilities. Such savings can give builders a competitive 
advantage if they choose to pass on their savings in the form of 
price reductions to home buyers. 
 

The open-space concept, however, has been slow to catch on in the 
New York metropolitan area, where local planning boards cling 
tenaciously to rigid minimums for house lots. In Westchester, this 
rigidity has been blamed by builders in part for a dearth of new 
construction and for sharply rising prices. 
 

The builders of Tarryhill, Robert Martin Associates of White 
Plains, have gained approval of a plan limiting the number of 
houses on the tract to those that would be allowed normally under 
the area’s one-third-acre zoning. But they are allowed to place all 
the houses on part of the land, and thus save 10 acres of open space. 
However, all of the houses will be on lots of at least one-fourth 
acre. 
 

Three common areas have been set aside. On one, the builder has 
completed a community center alongside a swimming pool, tennis 
courts, parking facilities and the old Talleyrand pool, which is being 
preserved as a nature sanctuary and ice-skating pond. The 
community center serves as a meeting hall equipped with a stage. 
 

A second area, which the builders call Pilothouse Park, offers a six 
acre setting for playgrounds and picnic areas. The third area, which 
the builders call the Crow’s Nest, is at the top of a hill near the 
middle of the tract. The hilltop, which offers a wide view of the 
surrounding countryside, will be preserved in its natural state.   
 

Seven models of houses are being offered at Tarryhill, each offering 
what the builder refers to as a special-purpose room, in addition to 
bedrooms ranging in number from four to six. To suggest possible 
special purposes, the builders and cooperating suppliers have 
equipped and decorated the room differently in each house, to 
suggest such uses as a game room, a study or a sewing area. 
 

The houses, all with Colonial styling, were designed by Stanley J. 
Shaftel, architect, and decorated by Elaine Sollar of B. Altman & 
Co. 
 

The houses will be clustered around cul-de-sac streets and sited to 
take advantage of the rolling landscape, according to Martin S. 
Berger, one of the two principals of Robert Martin Associates. The 
other principal in the firm is Robert F. Weinberg. 
 
 



TARRYTOWN, NY   March 16  -  The open space concept of 
community development, which has gradually moved across most 
areas of the country, has arrived in Westchester. It is being used 
here in the development of homes priced from $35,000 to 
$70,000. 
 

The new community, called Tarryhill, will include 114 homes 
spaced on less than 80 per cent of a 47 acre tract. Ten acres  -  
more than 20 per cent of the total land  -  is being preserved for 
recreational use. 
 
 

 
 
 

The tract, on South Broadway, or Route 9, is land once owned by 
Jay Gould, the financier, and passed on to his daughter, the 
Duchess of Talleyrand. It is directly opposite Lyndhurst, the Gould 
mansion, which was opened in 1966 as a historic site by the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
 

In open-space communities throughout the country, builders are 
setting aside acreage to be used in common by all the homeowners 
for parks and recreation. In some projects, the land is turned over 
to the municipal government for maintenance. In others, the land 
to be used in common is owned and maintained by associations of 
homeowners, who pay annual dues for upkeep. 
 

In this way, open space has been preserved for common use in 
such new towns as Reston and Columbia, both near Washington, 
as well as in small developments ranging down to projects of no 
more than a few homes. 
 

To be financially feasible for builders, the open-space concept, 
requires density zoning  - that is, regulating density by placing a 
general limit on the number of houses to be built on the tract, 
rather than prescribing a minimum size for each lot. 
 

Planners generally endorse the idea because it benefits both 
homeowners and builders. The homeowners gain space for parks 
and recreation, which the builders can deed to them without a 
reduction in the number of houses they can build and sell. 

 
 

 
 
 

Instead of accepting a sacrifice, the builders gain financially, 
because they can set aside land in portions of the tract where 
construction would be most difficult. Their costs are further 
reduced because of a corresponding reduction in the length of 

Sunday, March 17, 1968  Real Estate   

Reprint Compliments Of: 

Bill Boeckelman   (914) 564-8442 
https://www.billboeckelman.com 

 

Tarrytown Home Colony Saves Open Space 
 

By WILLIAM ROBBINS 

 
 
 

Tarryhill - A
 “New” Concept 

 

The New York Times 

 

March 17, 1968 


