Seattle Condo
Market

Playbook

How to Buy Low and Build Equity
Now

An unfiltered guide to winning big in a buyer's market

By Christine Hecker Homes | eXp Realty Greater Seattle
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The market's soft. Your leverage is strong.

Right now, Seattle's condo market is tilting heavily in favor of buyers - creating a rare window of opportunity that savvy investors shouldn't miss.

7.8 33 99.3%

Months of Supply Days on Market List-to-Sale Ratio
Downtown Seattle inventory levels signal a Condos are sitting longer, giving you breathing Sellers are adjusting expectations. No more
deep buyer's market - giving you plenty of room to make thoughtful decisions without bidding war nonsense - you can negotiate

options to choose from. pressure tactics. effectively.

@ Pro Tip: With new construction projects like Bosa's latest on pause, the supply pipeline is drying up. This could trigger a price surge in 1-2

years. The window to buy low won't stay open forever.
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Compound interest has nothing on Seattle

appreciation.

Starting with today's median condo price of $628,000, here's how your equity could grow over time:

Appreciation Scenario Year1 Year 3

Conservative (3%) $646,840 $686,233
Moderate (5.5%) $662,540 §$737,424
Optimistic (8%) $678,240 $791,099

Year 5

$728,024

$820,771

$922,738

Even in the conservative scenario, you're looking at $100K+ in equity growth within 5 years. At the optimistic end, your property could approach

the million-dollar mark by 2030.

© Recommendation: Consider neighborhoods with infrastructure improvements or upcoming transit expansions to maximize your

appreciation potential.
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Mistakes that turn opportunity into regret.

Even in a buyer's market, these common pitfalls can cost you thousands:

Skipping Pre-Approval One Lender Only Agent Roulette

Don't browse like you've got a black Compare at least 3 mortgage offers. A Don't hire your cousin's roommate's ex
Amex if your loan isn't locked. Sellers 0.25% rate difference equals thousands in who just got licensed. Experience matters
take pre-approved buyers seriously. savings over the loan term. in negotiations.

Skipping Inspections Forgetting Real Costs

That "great deal" may come with mold and a lawsuit. A $500 HOA fees, taxes, maintenance... don't just look at the mortgage.
inspection can save you $50,000 in repairs. Budget for the full ownership picture.

Remember: Think like an investor, not a tourist. You're building wealth, not just buying a home.
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This is your market. Own it.

Negotiation Strategies That Work Now:

e Start with solid comps: If it's been on market 60+ days, you've got major leverage

e Pre-approvalis power: Clean offers get taken seriously even at lower price points

* Go bold, not ridiculous: 5-20% below asking can work when backed by market
data

|

* Negotiate beyond price: Ask for closing costs, repairs, warranties, and flexible

timelines

¢ Play nice with listing agents: Cooperation beats combat - they can influence seller
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decisions

Pro Tip: Be willing to walk away. Scarcity mindset is so

last year. There are plenty of condos available now.

[)' Recommendation: Prepare a "walk-away" price before making an offer. Emotional detachment is your greatest negotiating strength.
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Follow the infrastructure. Follow the equity.
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Northgate & Pinehurst SLU, Belltown, Lower Queen Denny Triangle

New light rail access has transformed these Anne Exceptional walkability scores and work
neighborhoods. Properties within walking Historically stable neighborhoods ripe for proximity make this area a long-term winner for
distance of stations typically see 10-15% higher ~ rebound. Proximity to major employers and both lifestyle and investment potential.
appreciation rates. entertainment creates lasting value.

What to Look For:

1] walkability = Transit ¢ Strong HOA i Modern Systems

Higher Walk Scores correlate Properties near transit nodes Review financials and reserve Newer buildings or recent

with better appreciation hold value better in downturns studies before buying renovations reduce

maintenance costs
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Mindset Makes Millions

The market isn't "uncertain." It's full of potential if you stay grounded in facts, get

clear on your outcome, and take decisive action.

Shift Out of Fear Focus on Facts Take Aligned
Action

Fear-based decisions Let data drive your

lead to either paralysis decisions, not headlines Move decisively when

or impulsive purchases. or what your neighbor's an opportunity matches

Both destroy wealth. cousin thinks. your investment criteria

and life goals.

) Recommendation: Create a clear written statement of your investment

T T goals before shopping. This clarity will guide better decisions and prevent

I.i.__ﬁn _

emotional purchases.

Made with GRMIMA



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Curious about what you could actually buy?

Reach out for a zero-pressure strategy session. I'll run the numbers, show you what's possible, and help you create a

plan based on yourtimeline, not mine.

Email Website Area

christine.hecker@exprealty.com www.christineheckerhomes.com Greater Seattle

Christine Hecker Homes | eXp Realty
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REALTY

CHRISTINE HECKER

REALTOR®

(G Final Tip: Schedule viewings for multiple properties in a single day to efficiently compare options and avoid decision fatigue. Always bring
a notepad to record your immediate impressions.
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