
Seattle Relocation Guide: Moving 
to Seattle for Work
Moving to Seattle for a job? I've done this three times myself, so I know exactly what 
you're dealing with. New city, no connections, trying to figure out where to live while 
juggling work stress and life logistics. This guide covers what actually matters when 
you're relocating to Seattle, not the tourist brochure version.



Why People Move to Seattle
Let's be real. Most people move to Seattle for work. Amazon, Microsoft, Google, and hundreds of other tech companies are hiring constantly. The 
job market is strong, wages are high, and Washington has no state income tax, which means you keep more of your paycheck than you would in 
California or Oregon.

But once you're here, you realize Seattle offers more than just a paycheck. You've got mountains an hour east, ocean an hour west, and a city that 
actually functions in between. The weather gets a bad rap, but the reality is milder than most of the country. No brutal winters, no oppressive 
summers, just a lot of gray drizzle from November to March that you learn to ignore.

The Job Market Reality

250,000+ Amazon employees in the Seattle area make it the company's largest hub

Microsoft employs over 50,000 in the Puget Sound region

Tech jobs dominate but healthcare, aerospace (Boeing), and biotech also hire heavily

Median household income: $85,000+ well above national average

No state income tax which effectively increases your take-home pay by 5-10% compared to California

What You're Trading

What you gain: Strong job market, no income tax, outdoor access, mild climate, good coffee, functional transit in some areas.

What you give up: Affordable housing (median home price around $800K-$850K), traffic is terrible, making friends takes effort (the "Seattle Freeze" 
is real), and yes, it rains a lot in winter.



Seattle Neighborhoods for Relocators
Where you live in Seattle matters more than in most cities because traffic is genuinely awful and location determines your entire daily experience. 
Here's the breakdown for people moving here for work.

Capitol Hill

Best for: Young professionals who want 
walkable urban living and nightlife

Housing: $500K-$900K for condos, 
$800K-$1.5M+ for houses

Commute to Amazon SLU: 10-15 
minutes by bus or bike

Commute to Microsoft Redmond: 35-45 
minutes (light rail + bus or drive)

What's here: Bars, restaurants, coffee 
shops, Capitol Hill light rail station, very 
walkable (Walk Score: 93/100)

Ballard

Best for: People who want neighborhood 
feel with urban amenities

Housing: $700K-$1.2M for homes, 
$500K-$800K for condos

Commute to Amazon SLU: 20-25 
minutes by bus

Commute to Microsoft Redmond: 45-60 
minutes (bus to light rail or drive via 520)

What's here: Breweries, Ballard Locks, 
farmers market, Golden Gardens beach, 
Nordic Heritage Museum

Queen Anne

Best for: Split personality neighborhood - 
Lower Queen Anne is young and walkable, 
Upper Queen Anne is established and 
residential

Housing: $600K-$900K for condos in 
Lower QA, $1M+ for houses in Upper QA

Commute to Amazon SLU: 8-12 minutes 

walk from Lower QA, 10-15 minutes drive 
from Upper QA

Commute to Microsoft Redmond: 30-40 
minutes (drive or bus/light rail)

What's here: Seattle Center, Space 
Needle, Kerry Park views, walkable Lower 
QA, quiet residential Upper QA



More Neighborhoods to Consider

South Lake Union (SLU)

Best for: Amazon employees who want a 5-minute commute

Housing: $600K-$1M+ for condos (mostly high-rises)

Commute to Amazon: 0-10 minutes walk (you're already there)

Commute to Microsoft Redmond: 30-40 minutes drive

What's here: Amazon headquarters, Whole Foods, REI, Lake Union 
Park, streetcar to downtown. Very urban, mostly new construction.

Fremont

Best for: People who want quirky neighborhood character

Housing: $650K-$950K for homes, $500K-$750K for condos

Commute to Amazon SLU: 12-18 minutes by bus or bike

Commute to Microsoft Redmond: 40-50 minutes (bus to light rail or 
drive)

What's here: Fremont Troll, breweries, Sunday Market, Burke-Gilman 
Trail, PCC Natural Markets, Google and Adobe offices nearby

Eastside Suburbs: Bellevue, Redmond, Kirkland
Best for: Microsoft employees or people who want suburban living 
with newer construction

Housing: $800K-$1.5M+ in Bellevue/Redmond, slightly less in Kirkland

Commute to Microsoft Redmond: 10-20 minutes drive

Commute to Amazon SLU: 30-40 minutes (drive or bus/light rail)

What's here: Shopping centers, parks, newer housing, less urban 
density, easier parking. Bellevue is becoming its own tech hub.

West Seattle
Best for: People who want a house with a yard and don't mind the 
commute

Housing: $600K-$950K for homes

Commute to Amazon SLU: 25-30 minutes (when bridge is functional)

Commute to Microsoft Redmond: 50-60 minutes

What's here: Alki Beach, more single-family homes than most Seattle 
neighborhoods, community feel, somewhat isolated by geography

Critical note: Don't pick a neighborhood based on Zillow. Traffic patterns, transit access, and commute times vary wildly. A 20-minute Google 
Maps estimate can easily become 50+ minutes during rush hour on a rainy Tuesday. I help relocators understand real commute patterns, not 
theoretical ones.



Seattle Weather Reality Check
Yes, it rains. No, it's not as bad as you think. Here's the actual deal:

What the Weather Is Actually Like

Summer (June-September): Spectacular. Sunny, dry, 70-80°F. Long daylight hours (16+ hours in June). This is why people live here.

Fall (October-November): Starts getting gray and drizzly. Temps in the 50s. Leaves change, but it's not dramatic like New England.

Winter (December-March): Gray, drizzly, 40-50°F. Rarely freezes. Snow is unusual in the city. It's not heavy rain, it's constant mist. You learn to 
ignore it.

Spring (April-May): Unpredictable. Could be sunny, could be rainy. Temps in the 50s-60s. Flowers bloom everywhere.

What This Means for You

Seattle gets less total annual rainfall than New York or Miami. It just comes in the form of constant drizzle spread across more days instead of heavy 
downpours. You will not melt. Buy a decent rain jacket, embrace indoor coffee culture in winter, and appreciate that you don't have to shovel snow 

or survive hurricane season.

The lack of extreme weather is actually one of Seattle's best features. No 100°F heat waves, no -20°F winters, no tornadoes, no hurricanes. It's 
remarkably temperate year-round.



Cost of Living Breakdown

Housing

This is where Seattle gets expensive. Median home prices hover 
around $800K-$850K. Condos in desirable neighborhoods like Capitol 
Hill or Downtown run $500K-$900K. Single-family homes in popular 
areas like Ballard or Queen Anne are $900K-$1.5M+.

Rentals average $2,000-$3,000+ for a decent apartment, more if you 
want a newer building or prime location.

The tradeoff: No state income tax means you keep 5-10% more of 
your paycheck compared to California. For high earners, this partially 
offsets housing costs. Run the numbers based on your actual salary.

Everything Else

Utilities: Moderate, thanks to hydroelectric power. Expect 
$100-$200/month for a typical apartment.

Groceries: About 10-15% above national average. Farmers 

markets and local produce are good quality.

Dining out: $15-$25 per person for casual, $50-$100+ for nicer 
places. Seattle has excellent restaurants.

Transportation: Gas is expensive ($4-$5/gallon). ORCA card for 
transit is $99/month. Parking downtown is $20-$40/day.

Childcare: If you have kids, expect $1,500-$2,500/month for 
daycare.



Getting Around Seattle
Transit

Seattle has light rail connecting SeaTac Airport to downtown, Capitol Hill, U District, and expanding to Bellevue and Redmond. It's clean, reliable, and useful if you live/work 
along the line.

Bus system is extensive but can be slow depending on traffic. ORCA card works on all transit.

Driving

Traffic is legitimately terrible. I-5 and I-405 are parking lots during rush hour. What should be a 20-minute drive can easily take an hour. Bridge traffic (520, I-90, West Seattle 

Bridge) adds unpredictability.

Strategy: Live near work or along transit lines. Flexible work schedules help. Many tech companies offer remote work options specifically because commuting sucks.

Biking

Seattle is bike-friendly with trails like Burke-Gilman (27 miles). Hills make some areas challenging. Weather is fine for biking most of the year if you have rain gear.

Making Friends in Seattle (The "Seattle Freeze")
The Seattle Freeze is real. People are polite but not particularly warm to newcomers. It takes effort to build a social circle here. This isn't personal, it's just how the culture 
works.

How to Actually Make Friends

Join recreational leagues (softball, soccer, volleyball)

Take classes (climbing gym, cooking, language)

Attend meetups around hobbies or professional networking

Volunteer for causes you care about

Go to neighborhood events (farmers markets, street fairs)

Be proactive. People won't reach out to you first.

It takes 6-12 months to build a solid friend group if you're actively trying. Don't expect instant connections.



What to Do in Seattle

Outdoor Activities
Hiking: Rattlesnake Ledge, Mount Si, 
countless Cascade trails within 1-2 hours

Skiing/Snowboarding: Stevens Pass, 
Crystal Mountain, Snoqualmie Pass all 
within 1.5-2 hours

Water: Kayak Lake Union, paddleboard 
Green Lake, sail Puget Sound, ferry to San 
Juan Islands

Urban parks: Discovery Park (534 acres), 
Washington Park Arboretum, Golden 
Gardens Beach

Biking: Burke-Gilman Trail, Elliott Bay Trail, 
Alki Beach path

Food and Drink
Pike Place Market: Fresh seafood, 
produce, flowers, tourists everywhere

Coffee: Starbucks started here but local 
roasters (Espresso Vivace, Cafe Allegro, 
Anchorhead) are better

Breweries: 50+ in Seattle, concentrated in 
Ballard and Fremont

Restaurants: Excellent sushi, pho, Korean 
food in International District. Farm-to-table 
Pacific Northwest cuisine everywhere.

Sports
Seahawks (NFL) - Lumen Field, insane fan 
culture

Mariners (MLB) - T-Mobile Park

Sounders (MLS) - passionate soccer fans

Kraken (NHL) - newest team at Climate 
Pledge Arena

Storm (WNBA) - perennial championship 
contenders



What Nobody Tells You Before You Move
Vitamin D matters
Winter darkness and clouds mean you need supplements. Everyone takes them.

Rain gear, not umbrellas
Locals don't use umbrellas. Get a good rain jacket.

The city shuts down for snow
Even 2 inches causes chaos. Stock up on food if snow is forecasted.

Earthquake prep is real
Seattle sits on fault lines. Have an emergency kit.

Amazon runs this city
Their influence is everywhere, for better or worse.

Homelessness is visible
Seattle has a significant homeless population, particularly downtown. It's been a contentious political issue for years.

Sales tax is high
10.25% in Seattle. No income tax, but you pay at the register.

Everything closes early
Compared to other major cities, Seattle shuts down by 10-11 PM on weeknights.

Timeline for Relocating to Seattle

3-6 Months Before Your Move
Research neighborhoods online

Get finances in order, check credit score

Get pre-approved for a mortgage if buying

Schedule initial consultation with me to discuss your needs

2-3 Months Before
Visit Seattle if possible (weekdays, not just weekends, to see real commute traffic)

Narrow down 3-4 neighborhoods based on work location and lifestyle

Start serious property search

Line up movers

1 Month Before
Finalize property selection (buy or rent)

Complete inspections and paperwork if buying

Set up utilities (Seattle City Light for electricity, Puget Sound Energy for gas if needed)

Register car if you're bringing one (Washington requires this within 30 days)

Move Week
Close on property or sign lease

Transfer utilities to your name

Get Washington driver's license (required within 30 days of establishing residency)

Register to vote

Find a primary care doctor, dentist, etc.



Why Work With Me for Your Seattle Relocation
I've relocated three times across the country for work. I know what it's like to land in a new city without knowing anyone, trying to figure out where to live while dealing with job stress 
and life logistics. This isn't theoretical knowledge, I've actually done it.

What I Actually Do for Relocators

Real commute analysis: I tell you what your commute will actually be like, not what 
Google Maps says. Rush hour traffic, bridge delays, transit reliability - I factor in the real 
conditions you'll deal with daily.

Neighborhood matching: I listen to what you actually need (commute tolerance, 
walkability, school quality, nightlife, parking, outdoor access) and match you to 
neighborhoods that fit, not just what's trending.

Virtual or in-person tours: If you can't visit before moving, I do live video tours of 
neighborhoods and properties. If you can visit, I show you multiple areas on weekdays so 
you see real traffic and daily life, not just weekend vibes.

Budget reality check: I tell you what's realistic for your budget. No point looking at 
$1.2M homes if you can afford $800K. I help you prioritize trade-offs between location, 
space, and price.

HOA and building analysis: If you're buying a condo (which is common for relocators), I 
actually read the HOA financials, meeting minutes, and reserve studies. Most agents skip 
this. I don't.

Local connections: I connect you with movers, contractors, inspectors, mortgage 
brokers, and anyone else you need. I also introduce you to community groups and 
activities to help you build a social circle.

Post-move support: My job doesn't end at closing. Need restaurant recommendations? 
Pediatrician referrals? Help navigating Seattle parking rules? I'm here.

Ready to Move to Seattle?
If you're relocating to Seattle for work and want an agent who's actually been through this process multiple times, let's talk. I'll walk you through neighborhoods, commute realities, 
market conditions, and everything else you need to know to make a smart decision.

No pressure, no sales pitch, just honest advice from someone who gets it.

Contact me:

Website: www.christineheckerhomes.com

Email: christine@christineheckerhomes.com

Phone: 937.371.5777

Instagram: @christineheckerhomes

http://www.christineheckerhomes.com/

