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I was fairly athletic in high school. I ran track, and 
I was the proud winner of multiple sports awards, 
including school records in the discus throw and 
the 440-yard dash. I also won awards for music, 
playing the flute and competing in various high 
school competitions. I don’t play much anymore … 
just an occasional family wedding or funeral. I also 
raised and trained Quarter horses, for which I was 
the recipient of numerous 4-H awards. I was pretty 
much an individual. My family lived several miles 
from town, so I had no friends to play with, so I had 
to make the best of what I had. I grew up a “coun-
try” girl. I would entertain myself by swimming in 
the pond with the leeches and frogs (yes, my mom 
had to pick the leeches off), slide through cow pies 
with my bare feet, drowned the chipmunks out of 
their holes and turned them into pets, helped my 
dad bale hay and my mom cultivate the garden, 
built forts, picked wild berries and the Michigan fa-
vorite morel mushrooms, chased my sister around 
with snakes, and enjoyed all the winter activities 
Michigan offered, which included sledding, riding 
toboggans behind snowmobiles trying to be the last 
hanging on, digging snow caves, and ice skating on 
the ponds. I didn’t hang out with the “neighbor-
hood” kids because there weren’t any neighbor-
hoods. My friends were the farm animals I suppose 
… especially my horse. My dad wanted me to have 
a horse because he heard girls that had horses 
wouldn’t like boys as fast. LOL.
 
Tim and I graduated high school in June of 1984 
and got married four months later in October. Tim 

up and coming real estate agent

I grew up in a small town in 
Michigan and was the youngest of 

five. I married my high school junior 
prom date, Tim DeNio. We had met 

in Individual Sports Class our junior 
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my bike into the back of his. While 

it backfired, and I wiped out, I 
definitely got his attention!

(a patriot to his core) promptly joined the Army 
that November, eager to serve his country. He 
served in Field Artillery at first, and when he came 
home from his first war, Operation Desert Storm, 
he decided to go into Special Forces. He spent the 
rest of his military career as a Green Beret and also 
served in multiple conflicts to include The War 
on Terrorism and Operation Iraqi Freedom. Tim 
weathered many hot spots during his military ser-
vice until he retired in 2004. He then worked full-
time until 2017 as a military contractor, working in 
Special Ops. I spent many months/years alone. It 
wasn’t always easy, but it made me a stronger per-
son. I certainly had to learn to adapt, and quickly, 
to make it as a Special Forces military wife. 
 
To this day we are together, best friends, living hap-
pily ever after … 35 years later!
 

After high school, I never had a desire to go to 
college. I have great administrative skills, which I 
put to use prior to engaging in real estate. I logged 
administrative time in an engineering firm and con-
tinued that until I had children.
 
We were married for seven years before I got 
pregnant with our first child. It happened right 
after Tim returned from Operation Desert Storm. 
The military called it “Operation Desert Stork,” 
because so many military wives were having 
babies at that time. We had our first two children, 
Ashley and Adam, fairly close together. I tried to 
work after the kids were born, but it was too dif-
ficult with Tim being gone so much. Daycare just 
wasn’t for us, so in the early years I mostly stayed 
home to raise the children.
 

Once I decided to be a stay-at-home mom, I tried my hand at 
entrepreneurship. I sold Discover Toys, and while I continued 
to set records in sales, I couldn’t motivate my team to my level 
of enthusiasm and productivity. I then learned bookkeeping and 
went to work for a local builder part time doing his books.
 
The only college course I took was accounting, and I took it be-
cause I wanted to learn and understand bookkeeping. When my 
kids were small, I taught myself the craft of desktop publishing 
while I was volunteering for Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS). 
Desktop publishing helped me support the group as their public-
ity person, and I served on the Steering Committee as well. The 
volunteer work kept me from being bored and lonely. Because we 
moved so much, it was hard to develop close friendships in the 
short time we would be stationed at a new place. It was through 
that first experience that I learned to love volunteer work. Since 
then, I have served on the Board and Finance Team for a local 
church, treasurer/publicity person for a homeowner’s associa-
tion, treasurer for a hockey association, and served in many other 
miscellaneous volunteer positions. 
 
We’ve been in and out of Colorado numerous times. We’ve moved 
from Fort Carson, CO, to Fort Bragg, NC, back to Fort Carson, 
and back to Fort Bragg. Actually a total of four times. We also 
lived in Fort Campbell, KY; Fort Lewis, WA; and Fort Devens, 
MA. I’ll never forget when the entire 10th Special Forces Group 
moved to Fort Carson from Fort Devens. That was quite a move. 
We are now where we’ve always wanted to be … Colorado! 
 
When we were stationed at Fort Carson, I worked as an assistant 
for Noma Nel Hayden who was a long-time Teller County agent. 
I used to think she was famous because I’d see her billboards 
around town saying, “Call Noma Nel Before You Buy or Sell.” I’m 
sure many of you reading this know of her. I learned all about 
marketing from her, but I never thought I would be a realtor 
because she worked ALL the time. I can remember her telling me 
about her husband fussing at her for working so much. I found 
myself saying, “l’ll never be a realtor.” Famous last words!
 
I became a realtor in 2010 when the market was perfect for fix-
and-flips. I ran into a gal in one of my church groups, and during 
introductions she told me she was an investor. I was intrigued 
and asked her to tell me more. She said she bought ugly houses 
and flipped them. And that’s what lit my fire. 
 
I wanted to get my feet wet in that market, but I could never 
get a realtor to show me the homes in a timely manner. So, I 
decided to get my own license. I built my business initially by 
representing not only myself in the fix-and-flips, but also the gal 
who introduced me to that market. Then I picked up a few more 
investors, including a family member, who was out of state. We 
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all just bought and sold, and that’s how I got my start. I learned 
like crazy in the beginning. I took every course I could fit into 
my schedule. I earned my GRI, CNE, ABR — all right up front. 
It is the best thing I could have done for a great, solid start in 
this crazy business. 
 
My business has continued to grow over the years, and now over 
85 percent of my business is from referrals and past clients. 
I pride myself on providing excellent customer service. I stay 
in touch with my clients with birthday cards, emails on mar-
ket stats, miscellaneous postcards, and customer appreciation 
events. I remember Noma Nel Hayden telling me that she didn’t 
become really successful until she started to “drip” on her client 
base. I learned well from her!
 
I am pleased at the many ways my clients have described me: 
professional, thorough, top-notch, tireless energy, kind, patient, 
informative, awesome, service queen, dedicated, devoted, super 
agent, attentive to detail. I must be doing something right!
 
I knew I would never be satisfied with only fix-and-flips, as 
I’ve always been intrigued by real estate in general. I have a 
good marketing mind. I’m always thinking of ideas to attract 
business. I do all of my own marketing: MLS input, property 
description writing, Facebook posting, flyers, ads, postcards, 
etc. I even do my own bookkeeping. I’m very detail-oriented, 
so that serves me well in all of those areas. I love the business 
because it fits in perfectly with all of the skills I’ve learned 
over the years. 
 
I have a small, independent brokerage in Woodland Park. I 
never set out to be a Managing Broker until one of my past 
clients was getting her real estate license. She asked why she 
couldn’t just come in under me. So, I took the Managing Broker 
course, and since then I’ve brought in many brokers. Most are 
of the entrepreneurial mindset and don’t need much handhold-
ing, but they have enjoyed the training they’ve received under 
my supervision. I like to teach. I try to do everything right and 
by the book. I so appreciate the many classes I have taken … es-
pecially the ones taught by the late Oliver Frascona. They really 
set me up for success. 
 
Most of my brokers have gone on to become independent, and 
they all are still great friends and local agents. I don’t feel they 
are competition. There is more than enough business for all of us. 
We regularly meet for lunch or breakfast to talk about real estate. 
I’m very thankful for my realtor friends. I am especially grateful 
for Robin Searle with Sellstate Alliance. Robin and I graduated 
real estate school about the same time and met at our very first 
brokerage, Keller Williams Clients’ Choice. We are the best of 
friends now, and she is my “go to” gal.
 
I have three agents under me now. My most recent agent is now 
my daughter-in-law, Meagan. My eldest son, Adam, met Mea-

gan when he flew the coop and spread his wings to explore the 
neighboring state of Wyoming. Meagan was going to school to 
become a teacher when she and Adam got engaged and moved 
back to Colorado from Wyoming. I enticed her into real estate, 
and she is now licensed and a great asset. She also serves as 
my assistant and takes any overflow work I pass on to her. 
Meagan is super smart and a really great realtor. My son made 
an excellent choice!
 
I’ve tried to get my husband on board with the real estate busi-
ness because I think a husband/wife team would be awesome, but 
he’s not interested. He does independent contractor work when 
he feels like it or when he wants to travel. He is also part owner 
of a brewery in Playa Del Coco in Costa Rica called Angry Goats 
Brewery which is located in Coconutz Bar and Grill. Make sure 
if you take a trip down to Costa Rica you try one of their craft 
brews and say hi to one of the many ex-pats hanging out there.
 
About two years ago, I decided that I wanted to give singing a 
try. I never sang my entire life. Honestly, I didn’t think I could. I 
started out taking voice lessons with Christi Bovee, a local voice 
coach. She really had her work cut out for her because I was 
truly a beginner. About a year after that I met Cari Dell, a local 
entertainer, and we got to talking about singing. I didn’t think I 
could sing well, and I told her so. She asked me, “Who told you 
you can’t sing well?” I said, “My husband.” She told me not to 
listen to him, since he is not a singer. Cari is an amazing guitar-
ist, and she shared that her mother always told her she should 
just stick to playing guitar, but Cari is an awesome singer! So, I 
thought maybe I can get better too. Don’t worry, I have no plans 
to quit my real estate career to try out for America’s Got Talent, 
The Voice, or American Idol. I know my place! This is just for 
fun, but at 50-plus years old, it’s fun to learn something new and 
important to have something you strive to get better at. 
 
Tim and I have three children: Ashley (26), Adam (25), and 
Gabriel (13). Gabriel is our “retirement” baby. Tim was gone so 
much during his military career that he missed a lot as the first 
two kids were growing up. After he retired he said, “Let’s have 
another baby!” So, while all our friends are becoming grandpar-
ents, we are still actively raising a son.
 
Our daughter Ashley followed in her Dad’s footsteps and went 
into the Army. My daughter was extremely strong-willed and a 
great challenge to raise. When she was a junior in high school, 
we suggested the Air Force Academy. She wanted nothing to do 
with the military at that time. Now she absolutely loves it. Her 
dad (my husband, Tim) was in the service as an enlisted man, 
and she is an officer. She calls her dad all the time though to 
talk “shop.” He teaches her how to relate to her enlisted troops 
and what she can do to be a good leader to them. She’s been 
to Airborne School and Air Assault School, all schools that 
her dad has been through. When she graduated from Airborne 
School, we flew to Fort Benning, GA, for her graduation. Her 

dad proudly pinned on her wings — “blood wings.” 
Those of you with a military background will 
know what I mean. It’s where instead of pinning 
the wings on, you slap them into the recipient’s 
chest and draw blood. It’s not “allowed” anymore. 
(But who is going to tell a retired former Green 
Beret you can’t give your daughter blood wings?) 
She is a Blackhawk pilot and is stationed at Fort 
Carson, but recently she was deployed to Roma-
nia, where she is as I write this. Her husband  
of almost three years, Alex Jalali, is currently 
serving in Afghanistan. I thank both of them  
for serving our great country and pray for their 
safe return. 
 
Adam (with his wife, Meagan), lives nearby in Wood-
land Park and started his own construction company, 
Boar Construction. He works in the construction 
field with Meagan by his side working real estate. It’s 
great to have such a close relationship where we can 
play some evening basketball, a game of cornhole, or 
go out for some frozen yogurt. I anticipate my first 
grandchildren will come from them. 
 
Our youngest son, Gabriel, is very involved in ice 
hockey. He plays AA and travels quite a bit for 
that. My husband has been his coach in past years 
and had given up a large part of his time to the 
Woodland Park Hockey Association when Gabriel 
was younger and even when our eldest son played. 
We are excited that hockey in Woodland Park has 
grown to the extent we now have a high school 
team. We are looking forward to our son playing for 
the Woodland Park Panthers in two years when he 
reaches ninth grade. 
 
I work mainly Teller County. I live, work and play 
in Woodland Park. I’ve been here since 2008 — 
the longest we’ve lived anywhere because of the 
military travel. I know our local communities, I un-
derstand the various water and septic issues, and I 
love to share all about why Teller County is a great 
place to live! I’m a great advocate for Woodland 
Park because I love this “City Above the Clouds!” 
 
My company invests in the town where we do 
business. As a company, we have participated in 
the Homecoming Parade and Christmas Parade. 
One year the theme was Celebrating 50 Years of 
Beatlemania. We dressed up like “beetles” (we had 
a beetle shell on our back and beetle legs stick-
ing out) and played blow-up guitars and danced to 
“Twist and Shout.” Our float was rocking. Needless 
to say, we won the Spirit Award!
 

We also participate in the Fourth of July in the Park, bringing life-sized Jenga 
and corn hole games, all decked out with our logo. And we have hosted the 
food and wine pairing at Vino and Notes for four years in a row! We’ve also 
sponsored local soccer and ice hockey teams. We consider our community a 
great investment. 
 
I love real estate. I love the flexibility. I like that I can tell my clients I’m booked 
after 3 p.m. with appointments. In reality, I have to pick my son up from school. 
I try not to schedule appointments after that time if at all possible. I do the 
same with my workouts. My husband and I drive down to the Springs three 
times a week to attend OrangeTheory Fitness. I didn’t always invest in my 
health, but now I do it religiously. This business can suck the life out of you and 
take over your life if you let it. It’s good to have a balance. It took me several 
years to figure that out, but I’m better off now for realizing that.

I love referrals. If you ever find yourself with a 

buyer looking to purchase “up the pass” and you 

don’t want to make that commitment, please look 

me up. I’ll take excellent care of them!
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Nestled on the north slope of Pikes Peak at an el-
evation of 8,465 feet is the quaint mountain town of Woodland Park, a flourish-
ing community of over 7,500 residents. Surrounded by one million acres of Pike 
National Forest with spectacular views of Pikes Peak and the Rampart Range, 
this bedroom community is 18 short miles west of Colorado Springs. Otherwise 
known as The City Above the Clouds, and for good reason, this town boasts 
over 300 days of sunshine!

Cripple Creek is the county seat of Teller County, but Woodland Park is the 
“hub.” Real estate in Woodland Park is hard to come by these days, and rentals 
are just as scarce. Buyers who can’t afford Woodland Park can get more house 
and more land by going just a little farther west to either Divide or Florissant, 
which are still an active part of Teller County life. 

Real estate development in Woodland Park is expanding. Trail Ridge Apart-
ments, offering 168 units, is nearly at peak capacity with their one- to three-
bedroom units. Recently opened off Highway 67 North is Valley View Apart-
ments, a 24-unit complex built with the intent to offer affordable housing for 
the local workforce and seniors. The current majority of residential building 
is happening at Stone Ridge Village on the west side of Highway 67 North in 
Woodland Park. Phase 3 just opened with 28 lots. Every lot was picked up by 

local builders before ever hitting the MLS. If you 
have a buyer looking in Woodland Park, please 
know that these homes are here and will be avail-
able as they are built. 

BIG NEWS for Woodland Park! The City just 
opened its new state-of-the-art aquatic center. The 
aquatic center has a six-lane lap/competitive pool 
with diving board and a leisure/play pool complete 
with slide and lazy river. The new center offers 
learn-to-swim programs, water aerobics, school 
swim team competitions, and party rooms. 

If biking is your thing, jump on the Centennial Trail, a 14.7-
mile paved out-and-back trail suitable for all skills. The trail 
runs from Woodland Park to Manitou Lake, a 5-acre reservoir 
where the entire family can enjoy a day of fishing and hiking. 
Picnic tables with fire grates are available, so make a day of 
it! Don’t be surprised to see children bicycling along the path, 
moms pushing strollers, and people walking their dogs. 

On Friday nights during the summer, a steady stream of 
traffic rolls through Woodland Park with vehicles pulling 

boats, camp trailers, motorcycles and ATV’s. Sunday late 
afternoon/early evening, they all head back down to the 
city. How fortunate we are to live in a place where so many 
people come to recreate. 

In the center of Woodland Park is the newly renovated Me-
morial Park offering picnic shelters, a gazebo, restrooms, a 
fishing dock with pond, playground equipment, a basketball 
court, benches, and picnic tables. The setting is picturesque, 
showcasing panoramic views of Pikes Peak in all her maj-
esty. It’s a great venue for weddings and community events. 
In winter, the pond becomes an ice rink. 

One of Woodland Park’s best-kept secrets is Meadow Wood 
Sports Complex. This 43.83-acre park offers synthetic 
turf baseball and soccer fields, natural turf ball fields, four 
lighted tennis courts, a playground, a fitness trail, and an 
outdoor ice rink complete with Zamboni, boards, and glass. 
The Woodland Park Hockey Association, a 100-percent 
volunteer organization formed in 2009 to promote youth 
hockey in Teller County, is spearheading a Raise the Roof 
campaign to put a roof over the outdoor rink. This is even 
more important as Woodland Park High School for the first 
time in history has a high school ice hockey team, and this 
will greatly assist in the growth of our small community and 
the opportunities for our local youth.

Just down the road from the sports complex is the Red 
Mountain Adventure Park, which houses an 8,000-square-
foot concrete skateboard park and 16,000-square-foot 
freestyle BMX track.

What really makes our town feel like a community are the 
local parades. The Lighter Side of Christmas Parade began 
29 years ago. The parade is themed around a local benefi-
ciary chosen to receive the proceeds. Local police stop the 
traffic flow right down Highway 24. Stick close to the burn 
barrels to keep warm, and enjoy the fireworks that end the 
event. Another parade celebrates homecoming, where the 
community comes out to support the Woodland Park High 
School Panthers, ending with a bonfire at the school. An 
amazing number of local businesses participate by sporting 
their floats, and a multitude of onlookers show up to support 
the town and, of course, fill their pockets with candy! Just 
recently a St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Pub/Food Crawl was 
approved so the residents now have that to look forward to. 

Woodland Park

know your 
neighborhoods

April DeNio, 
IBEX Realty Group



Right about the same time as the Christmas Parade you can 
attend the Holiday Home Tour. This tour of festively decorated 
holiday homes has served as a fundraiser since 1999. Since its 
inception, the tour has raised over $162,000 for local nonprof-
its. Local musicians play at the various locations, and there’s a 
reception center where volunteers offer home-baked goodies 
for the attendees. 

Every year in early December, car after car makes its annual 
trip up the pass to get their annual Christmas tree from the Pike 
National Forest. Permits are available from the Forest Service. 

How fun to hike into the forest using only a hand saw to drag 
out your Charlie Brown tree! It’s definitely a tree to get used to. 
But it’s a family tradition to cut down and drag out the annual 
tree, and our family enjoys watching the cars leave the area 
with their newfound treasure strapped to the cartop, some big, 
some small, some almost nothing but sticks. I remember one 
tree that was so big it reminded me of Chevy Chase’s tree from 
that movie Christmas Vacation.  

Life in Woodland Park is special and unique. Come check us out; 
we are just a short drive “up the pass.”

APRIL DENIO

(719) 313-3813

aprildenio@gmail.com

www.IbexRealtyGroup.com


