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When you live in South Dakota, you often get looks that pretty much say, “Why in the world 
would you want to live there?”  And while much of the state is small town America farm and 
ranch land (bless their hearts), over here on the west side of the state is Rapid City – the Gateway 
to the Black Hills.  

Why should you want to live in Rapid City? 

 

Here are 13 Reasons Why You Should: 

 

 

 

1. Black Hills Backyard Playground 
I mean – come on! You’ve got a 2,000 square mile National Forest just minutes away from your 
doorstep. Enjoy the scenery from the mountain top, along the babbling brook, next to the 
waterfall, and among the pines.  

Hiking trails are abundant. Not to mention biking, ATV, and 4 wheeling trails.  

Love the water? Choose from fly fishing in Rapid Creek to shore fishing on Center Lake to fishing 
from your boat in Deerfield Lake. Or if you are like me, forget about the fish and go waterskiing 
and tubing on Sheridan, Pactola or Angostura Lakes. Or swim, kayak, and explore one of the many 
other scenic Black Hills Lakes (Sylvan Lake is amazing!). 

Get your rustic on with a variety of camping sites...or enjoy the good life in your RV!  

Plus, there are family attractions everywhere. Reptile Gardens, Bear Country, Wine tasting and 
micro-breweries, natural caves, alpine slides and so much more. Of course, I’d be in big trouble if 
I didn’t mention Mount Rushmore and Crazy Horse monuments! Watch the buffalo roam along 
the Wildlife Loop in Custer State Park. 

Getting tired of nature? There is so much to see and do in historic cities Deadwood and Lead, 
“Heart of the Hills” Hill City, Spearfish, Custer, Hot Springs, and the motorcycle Rally in Sturgis 
each summer. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/blackhills/recreation/camping-cabins/?recid=25823&actid=29
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When the snow falls, winter sports are the place to be. Snowmobiling, skiing, snowboarding, 
snowshoeing (wow! Look at all the “s” words), or just snuggling up next to the fire with a good 
book. Plus there are ice caves, winter hikes, and a beetle burn! 

Even us city dwellers rent a cabin a few times a year to take in the peace, beauty, and serenity of 
it all. One summer, we took a week off and took a “stay-cation”. What a fun week of exploring 
and experiencing our backyard playground. 

Check out these Black Hills websites for more: https://www.blackhillsbadlands.com/ 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills 

 

 

 

2. City of Parks 
Part of the beauty of Rapid City are the parks and green spaces you see everywhere. It’s been 
called “The City of Parks.”  When the 1972 flood ravaged many homes along its path, those areas 
were turned into parks, trails, and green spaces.  

Over 18 Parks! Which park you choose is up to you! Canyon Lake Park boasts the beautiful 
Canyon Lake with its fishing bridge, gazebo island, canoe and paddleboat ramp, various playparks 
for different ages (even the kids at heart), walking paths, picnic shelters and areas, and trees and 
green grass everywhere. Have fun at Sioux Park with its tennis courts, horseshoe grounds, soccer 
fields, playgrounds, and bike path next to the Rapid Creek. And that’s just 2 of the many parks in 
and around Rapid City.  

I especially enjoy the bike path. A 9-mile concrete path that stretches across Rapid City. It 
generally follows Rapid Creek and connects many of the most popular parks together. Whether 
you love to run, walk, bike or listen to your kids yell “faster, faster” from their kid’s carriage in the 
back, the bike path is a great place to enjoy the outdoors and get your exercise on.  Plus, it’s the 
site of many 5K runs and other nonprofit runs.  

When the summer wears on you, there are many outdoor pools and 1 indoor pool to cool off and 
refresh. The outdoor pools are in different parts of the city, so you are never far from one. Each 
one has different depths and slides for the family to enjoy. The Roosevelt Swim Center features 
zero depth leisure pool with kid playground, lazy river channel, vortex pool, hot tub and an 8 

https://youtu.be/heC-kldy5rM
https://www.blackhillsbadlands.com/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/dakota-water/science/1972-black-hills-rapid-city-flood?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.visitrapidcity.com/things-to-do/top-10-lists/top-10-parks
https://www.visitrapidcity.com/things-to-do/top-10-lists/top-10-parks
https://www.mapmywalk.com/us/rapid-valley-sd/entire-bike-path-route-2354474
https://rapidcity.activityreg.com/ClientPage_t2.wcs
https://www.rcgov.org/departments/parks-recreation/aquatics/facilities.html
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lane, 25-yard lap pool that includes diving board and basketball hoop. An outdoor lap pool that 
was recently added as well. No need to run out of pool time!  

This doesn’t include the other outdoor activities such as frisbee golf, hiking trails, biking trails, 
nature walks, golf courses, sporting venues and more! Keep reading for more on some of these! 
������  

 

 

 

3. Downtown 
So much to talk about in downtown Rapid City! Here are some of the main points: 

Main Street Square. This is an amazing public space that hosts so many activities and events you 
can’t help finding something to enjoy. It’s centered around an interactive water fountain and 
green space in the summer and ice-skating rink in the summer. On the back corner is a stage 
complete with lights, sound system and even a screen for Movies in the Park in the summer. In 
addition to ice skating and hanging out, the square hosts live local and national music on 
Thursday Nights in the summer (as part of Downtown Rapid City’s Summer Nights), Easter egg 
hunts, art and wine festivals, kid’s carnivals, bridal fairs, Halloween “Scare in the Square”, beer 
tasting event with local brewers, and more.  With shopping, ice cream, coffee, and restaurants 
right next door, it is an event destination for Rapid Citians and visitors alike. 

Summer Nights. As I mentioned above, every Thursday night during the summer, a few streets 
get closed off, a stage is set up, and free music and dancing is available to all. With a beer garden, 
kids’ lane, and food vendors, it is a popular Thursday night destination. 

Restaurants. Dude! The food downtown is amazing. No matter what you are into, there is 
something to satisfy that need downtown. Highlights include Botticelli’s Italian Restaurant, 
Firehouse Brewing Co., Delmonico Grill, Independent Ale House (try their pizza), Murphy’s Pub 
and Grill (amazing Reuben or steak salad), Que Pisa (your Mexican place – eat outside!), and 
Tally’s Silver Spoon.  If you stay at the Hotel Alex Johnson, take the elevator to the top floor, and 
eat at the Vertex Sky Bar.  Take the time to go outside to the patios and enjoy the city views! Of 
course, there are many more options, specialties, bars, and coffee shops that deserve a try. 

https://mainstreetsquare.org/
https://www.rapidcitysummernights.com/
https://downtownrapidcity.com/dine
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Unique Shops. Wandering around downtown Rapid City is never boring. With local history shops 
such as Prairie Edge and Dakota Drum, specialty shops such as Cranky’s and The Celtic 
Connection, plus bridal shops, antique stores, olive oil shops, and art galleries, you’re sure to find 
interesting, unique and amazing stuff.  And then experience some fun at Press Start Arcade, Black 
Hills Escape Rooms, or Canvas to Paint. Don’t forget to check out the President Statues on the 
corners and ride the trolley! 

 

 

 

4. Climate 
I know, I know. You’re looking at Rapid City in the Midwest North and you are thinking, “Yeah.  
That’s cold.”   I won’t deny that we get some cold spells and some long winters. But here is what 
is awesome about the area: 

Little humidity. I grew up in SW Minnesota. Mom was frugal…so she turned the AC off at night 
and opened the windows. I remember damp sheets at night and wet feeling clothes in the 
morning. Ugh. In Rapid City, our humidity is considerably lower. The air feels dry and the sun 
shines bright! We will still get out hot weeks and temps hitting 100, but it won’t feel 20 degrees 
hotter because of the humidity in the air. 

Sunshine. Rapid City rules South Dakota in most days with sun. According to currentresults.com, 
Rapid City has 111 sunny days per year and 115 partly sunny days per year. That’s 226 days per 
year we see the sun! Seeing the sun shimmer across the water in the summer and glisten on the 
snow in winter always makes me smile.  

Spring and Fall. When the cold winter and hot summer is over, we enjoy beautiful spring and fall 
temperatures. Those “not to hot, not too cold” kind of days. The air smells wonderful as new life 
and flowers are coming back to life in the Spring and autumn is setting in the fall.  

Banana Belt. With the Black Hills to the west, we see some weather patterns that make for some 
mild-er winters than you might expect. Typically, we will get some snow and 20-degree temps for 
a while. Then we’ll get a few days of 40 or even 50-degree weather when everyone is outside in 
shirt sleeves and shorts while the snow melts. Then back into the snow and 20s. Although some 
years are worse than others, we tend to average around the 30-degree range. Of course, we do 

https://downtownrapidcity.com/shop
https://www.presidentsusa.net/presidentstatuesrapidcity.html
https://www.currentresults.com/Weather/South-Dakota/annual-days-of-sunshine.php
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get some below freezing temps and crazy wind chills.  What better way to spend at home 
cuddling with a book and a mug of hot chocolate? And if you have a fireplace…score! 

 

 

 

5. The Culture – Arts, Music, and Museums 
If you can’t find some culture in Rapid City, you haven’t looked too hard. Music, arts, theater 
(including a community theatre), dance, even improv – you’ll be able to find what you are looking 
for! 

Music. Coffee shops and bars have consistent live music.  Many times, FREE! Just remember to 
get there early because they pack the house! The Emerging Artist showcases the young, local 
talent in the area with performances and open mic nights.  The Performing Arts Center has many 
concerts and plays throughout the year.  And then there’s the Rapid City Schools music 
program…it’s amazing how well the students play. 

Arts. The Dahl Fine Arts center continually showcases art from all over the world. A by-donation 
gallery, it also hosts a gift shop and spaces to rent for performances, galleries, and craft fairs. 
They also host all sorts of classes, events, and other performances. A trip downtown will 
showcase how embedded the arts are into Rapid City. Art Alley is an alleyway painted by various 
and local artists. Unique to say the least! Sculptures and murals are never far away. Even the 
electrical boxes downtown are painted with designs by local artists!  

Museums. Rapid City hosts a variety of museums! The Journey Museum is Rapid City’s premier 
museum – showcasing the history of the area and beyond. If you love dinosaurs, check out the 
Museum of Geology at the School of Mines. Outdoor Campus West is its own style of museum 
with hands on exhibits and activities. Go below the water and see the fish! Prairie Edge is a must 
see. It showcases Native American art, history, and philosophy.  

 

https://www.thedahl.org/emerging-artists.html
https://performingartsrc.org/
https://www.thedahl.org/
https://www.artalleyrc.com/
https://www.journeymuseum.org/visit
https://www.sdsmt.edu/Academics/Museum-of-Geology/Museum/
https://gfp.sd.gov/toc-west/
https://prairieedge.com/
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6. Shopping 
Small city shopping with the big stores you want! Since Rapid City has a 150-mile trade radius, it 
has become the hub for good shopping. 

Rushmore Crossing. This line up of stores and restaurants is always busy! With Target, Sam’s 
Club, Scheels Sporting Goods, Michael’s Crafts, Petco, Bed Bath and Beyond, TJ Maxx and 
Gordmans as the main anchor stores, you can get everything you need from specialty apparel, 
shoes, jewelry, party stuff, health and beauty supplies and services (pedicure, anyone?) and all 
sorts of food and snack options. 

Big Box Stores. Aside from the ones mentioned above, Rapid City is home to a Best Buy, Lowes, 
Menards, Walmart (2 of them, actually), Office Depot, Kohls, Pet Smart, Walgreens and Runnings.  
You’ll be able to get what you want and need! 

Rushmore Mall. Being anchored by JCPenney and At Home, the mall is home to many specialty 
shops and stores. Especially if you are looking for clothing…  ������  The food court has its usual mall 
food fare, and it’s the place to meet Santa and the Easter Bunny! 

Looking for a new car? No problem! There are used and new car dealerships all over. 

Aside from the department stores, Safeway and Family Fare round out the grocery side of 
shopping. Looking for that all-natural health food store? Find what you need at Breadroot Natural 
Foods Co-op, The Market, or Staple and Spice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.breadroot.com/
https://www.breadroot.com/
https://themarketsd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/StapleSpiceMarket/
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7. Restaurants and Food 
Wow…where to begin??  What do you like? American? Oriental? Sushi? Italian? Seafood? You’ll 
find it somewhere in Rapid City. 

My favorites I mentioned earlier in the Downtown section of this guide. But there are also a few 
sandwich restaurants downtown, The Gyro Hub, Pita Stop, and Kol fine dining. Or enjoy some 
lighter fare at the coffee shops, Great Harvest Bread Store, or Bakeworks – owned and operated 
by Black Hills Works. 

Up by the mall, you have your normal chain restaurants – Olive Garden, Red Lobster, IHOP, 
Applebee’s, Perkins, and Texas Roadhouse. Minerva’s is a regional chain and serve some great 
food as well. Their salad and breadsticks are amazing, and the tiramisu is the best in town! Of 
course, the mall food court and your choice of fast food are never far away! 

If you are looking for a more cultured taste, we’ve got numerous Chinese restaurants, plus 
Ichiban Japanese and Sushi, Everest Cuisine Indian and Nepalese, and Himalayan Kitchen are few 
other options. Italian and Mexican aren’t hard to find either. 

Pizza? You’ve got your favorite brands as well as some local grills that are amazing. I like some 
Blaze Pizza. For local goodness, try Independent Ale House and Piesano’s Pacchia. 

Steaks? You bet. Dakota Steakhouse, Outback Steakhouse, and Elk Creek Steakhouse are just a 
few to try. 

Got yourself a sweet tooth? Sweet Secrets bakery, Pistachio Pie, and Jerry’s Cakes and Donuts. 

And that is just small list of the numerous choices and decisions for your taste buds to make. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.independentalehouse.com/
https://www.piesanospacchia.com/
https://sweetsecretsbakery.com/
https://www.pistachiopie.com/home
http://www.jerryscakesanddonuts.com/
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8. Sports and Fitness and Activities 
 

Everybody likes to get their activity on! Whether you are looking for sports programs, fitness 
centers, yoga studios, exercise options, or a place to have fun, you’ll find it in Rapid City! 

 

Look at this list: 

• Seven Soccer Fields/Complexes 
• 12 Softball/Baseball Complexes 
• Four Swimming Pools 
• Indoor Swimming Pool Complex (Rapid City Swim Center) 
• 36 Tennis Courts 
• Six Sand Volleyball Courts 
• Two Frisbee Golf Courses 
• Eight Outdoor Racquetball Courts 
• 18 Horseshoe Courts 
• Two Bowling Alleys 
• Eight Golf Courses 
• Ice Arena 

 

If you are looking for more, the YMCA is here! They host kid adult activities ranging from pickup 
Basketball games to pottery. With several pools and exercise machines available for your use – 
along with a running/walking track, you can certainly get your fit on there. 

I mentioned the Rapid City Swim center earlier. Not only can you enjoy the pool for leisure, they 
also offer kid swimming lessons, adult fitness classes, and numerous other swimming programs. 

https://rcymca.org/
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Rent it out for a birthday party! Within the center is also a couple of racquetball courts and rooms 
where fitness instructors hold exercise, yoga, tai chi, and other fitness classes.  

Don’t worry – there are plenty of fitness clubs and membership gyms to get your work out on. 
Don’t forget the yoga studios! And each Spring and Fall, Community Education of the Black Hills 
provides numerous lifestyle classes.  Learn to dance, create art, defend yourself, code a 
computer, or manage your finances.  

Rapid City is your summertime pool destination. With 4 outdoor pools in different areas of town, 
each provides a day of fun for you and your family. For more of a waterpark experience, Watiki is 
an indoor water park with big slides, the lazy river, and kid climbing land. Plenty of fun for adults 
and kids. 

Golf Courses are ready for you to get your “Fore” on. With the beauty of the Black Hills area, your 
golf game will not only be fun, but a scenic view as well. Rapid City has a 9-hole executive 
courses, a number of pubic 18-hole courses, plus private courses.  Plus, the Hart Ranch golf 
course and Southern Hills golf courses are award winning courses you’ll have to check out. Me – 
I’ll stick with the executive course until I can tee off more than 100 yards…   

 

 

 

 

9. Events and Happenings 
Rapid City Summer Nights. Yep. It gets mentioned again! Each Thursday evening, parts of 
downtown Rapid City get closed off. A stage is set up. Food and beer vendors put up booths. A 
bounce house and kids carnival are set to roll. And Summer Nights take off with free music by 
local and regional bands that don’t disappoint. Meet your friends and hang out downtown.  
Dance, eat, drink, and have an amazing time! 

Main Street Square. Just wow. As I mentioned earlier, Main Street Square is not only the pivotal 
point of downtown, they host events all year round. On Thursday nights, they join Summer Nights 
with their own free music on their stage, beer, and refreshments. Eggstravaganza, Bierbose, Art 
and Wine Festival, Bridal Show, Pumpkin Festival, and so much more. Never a dull moment 
downtown! 

https://www.digitalsignup.com/Home.aspx?SoftwareId=zlJudh/cmBVtE5OOUU1Rjw==
https://www.watikiwaterpark.com/
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Civic Center Events. The Rapid City Civic Center is host to several huge events each year.  The 
biggest ones are the Black Hills Stock Show and Rodeo, Black Hills Home Show, and Sport Show. 
Here you will also find the Lakota International Basketball tournament, high school wrestling and 
basketball tournaments, student band, choir and orchestra competitions and performances, 
private events and fundraisers, and so much more. The Civic Center Theatre is home to the Black 
Hills Symphony Orchestra, the Rapid City Broadway Series, and performances year-round.  Finally, 
take in a concert! Throughout the years, we have seen many performances from multiple genres. 
People come from miles away to attend.  

Rapid City Rush. Yes – this one deserves its own paragraph.  At the ice arena in the Civic Center is 
our very own semi-professional Hockey team.  And they have hit the town by storm. Bring your 
cowbell and be part of the fun and action many Friday and Saturday nights throughout the 
hockey season. The Rush have been amazing community leaders as well, hosting charity events at 
their games. We even watched the 2 high school drum lines battle on center ice! 

Black Hills Speedway. Like car races? Cool beans! Every Friday night during the summer the Black 
Hills Speedway lights up the night with a variety of car races. Don’t forget to check out the 
fireworks display they shoot off near the 4th of July. 

Central States Fair. Who can resist a local fair? Complete with carnival rides, grandstand 
performances, arts and crafts, and the Range Days PRCA Rodeo. This week long event will have 
you going back for more food on a stick. 

Festival of Lights Parade. Christmas time in Rapid City is full of events, parties, and art classes. 
One of the premier events is the Festival of Lights Parade the day after Thanksgiving. Local 
businesses dress up floats in Christmas lights for a shot to win the contest. Downtown is alive 
with Christmas spirit. 

 

 

 

10. Medical Community 
Rapid City has the medical resources to take care of your family. Rapid City Monument Health  
(part of the Mayo System of Care) not only provides the hospital and emergency room services, 
they also have numerous medical clinics, a same day surgery center, several urgent care centers, 

https://www.gotmine.com/
https://www.blackhillsstockshow.com/
http://www.bhsymphony.org/
http://www.bhsymphony.org/
https://www.gotmine.com/home/broadway
https://www.rapidcityrush.com/
http://blackhillsspeedway.myracepass.com/
http://blackhillsspeedway.myracepass.com/
https://www.centralstatesfair.com/
https://www.centralstatesfair.com/events/2020/range-days-rodeo
https://www.facebook.com/festivaloflightsrc/
https://monument.health/
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sleep center, Orthopedics and Sports Medicine Center, the Monument Health Heart and Vascular 
Institute, and John T. Vucurevich Cancer Care Institute.  

The Black Hills Surgical Hospital is another option for your surgery needs. Owned and operated by 
local physicians, they specialize in an upscale experience. (they even fed me when my wife had 
surgery!)  They also own a few clinics in Rapid City and urgent care centers. 

Aside from these, the area around the Hospital has everything you need – including pediatric 
care, laser eye surgery, hospice care, specialty doctors, and in-home care professionals. 

You don’t have to worry about your vision and teeth needs, either. There are many eye doctors, 
dentists, and orthodontists to help your family’s needs. 

In addition, there are numerous assisted living centers and senior apartment options. Enjoy some 
company for your or your loved ones at the Minneluzahan or Canyon Lake Senior Citizens Center. 

 

 

 

 

11. Education Opportunities 
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology. Rapid City’s premier engineering and mining 
school. With reasonable tuition and over a 90% placement rate, this school is a no brainer for 
many local, national, and even international students.  

Western Dakota Vo-Tech. For those students looking to get into a trade such as electrician, 
plumber, welder, truck driver, and more – WDT is an exceptional choice. Offering dual enrollment 
with Rapid City High Schools has made them a great choice for local students. 

Black Hills State – Rapid City Campus. Black Hills State University is in Spearfish, but they have 
established a campus in Rapid City for several their classes and studies.  

 

 

https://bhsh.com/
https://www.sdsmt.edu/
https://www.sdsmt.edu/
https://www.wdt.edu/
https://www.bhsu.edu/BHSU-Rapid-City
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12. Economy and Business 
The economy in Rapid City seems to always remain strong. Even during the housing depression 
around 2008, new buildings were going up, new restaurants established, and the housing market 
was only about 15% foreclosures. Rapid City has a 150-mile trade radius with around 470,000 
people, providing retail, business, and manufacturing services for the region. With big employers 
such as Monument Health, Black Hills Power Cooperation, City of Rapid City, DiTech Call center, 
and Walmart/Sam’s Club, our employment rate has been consistent. Add that to the economic 
support of Ellsworth Air Force Base, and we have seen a stable market. Even home values tend to 
rise steadily. 

Rapid City also remains a strong place to establish and run a business: 

• No corporate income tax 
• No personal income tax 
• No personal property tax 
• No inventory tax 
• No inheritance tax 
• Competitive workers compensation rates 
• Lowest average unemployment insurance rates 
• Right to Work State 

Look at a few of the national polls and rankings: 

• CNBC ranked South Dakota #2 for Cost of Doing Business and #8 in economy in 2020 
• The Tax Foundation ranked South Dakota #2 in its 2020 State Business Tax Climate Index 

https://taxfoundation.org/publications/state-business-tax-climate-index/ 
• Top 30 Best Places to Retire https://moneyppl.com/the-30-places-to-retire-in-

america/5159/17/ 
• Best Small Cities to Start a Small Business: https://go.verizon.com/resources/the-best-small-

cities-to-start-a-small-business/ 
• SD School of Mines & Tech Best Engineering School for ROI: 

https://www.collegefactual.com/majors/engineering/rankings/best-value/ 

https://www.blackhillscorp.com/
https://taxfoundation.org/publications/state-business-tax-climate-index/
https://moneyppl.com/the-30-places-to-retire-in-america/5159/17/
https://moneyppl.com/the-30-places-to-retire-in-america/5159/17/
https://go.verizon.com/resources/the-best-small-cities-to-start-a-small-business/
https://go.verizon.com/resources/the-best-small-cities-to-start-a-small-business/
https://www.collegefactual.com/majors/engineering/rankings/best-value/
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Agriculture and tourism will always remain the strong pieces of Rapid City Economy, but we have 
additional strength and growth in the following categories: 

Energy – Extractive 
Business Services 
Health Care & Life Sciences 
Financial & Insurance 
Manufacturing – Metal Works 
Manufacturing – Food Processing 

 

 

 
 

13. History 
The gold rush in 1876 started what we know as Rapid City (then known as “Hay Camp”). Families 
and merchants were brought in to the 6 square mile settlement and the Gateway to the Black 
Hills was founded. Soon the city was supplying supplies to miners and pioneers and became a 
natural trade hub for the Midwest. 

But before all of that, there were the dinosaurs. And then Lakota Native Americans. This rich 
history is displayed throughout the museums and art. Dinosaur Park, The Geology Museum, 
Prairie Edge, Dakota Drum Company…stories that made us who we are. 

Of course, there are many other stories around Rapid City and the Black Hills. The settling and 
events in Deadwood, General Custer and his armies traveling through, Borglum and Mount 
Rushmore, the Rapid City flood of 1972, the Railroads, the establishment of the Air Force Base. 

 

I’ve had military clients that have seen the world. They chose Rapid City and the Black Hills to be 
their permanent home. The people help to make it what it is…they’ll smile to you on the bike 
path, give to charitable causes, and generally care for each other – while still giving you space. 

A place to be. A place to live. A place to call home. Love where you live. 
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Moving Guide – Stuff You Wanna Know 
 

Rapid City numbers 

MSA Population:  141,530 (2019) 

Rapid City (city) Population: 75,443 (2018 estimate) 

City of Rapid City size: 55,49 square miles 

Median Household Income:  $47,300 

Median Age: 36.7 

Average Age of Available Work Force: 41 

Average Commute time: 15.1 minutes 

Home owner-occupied rate: 62% 

 

Cost of Living:  

What is the cost of living in YOUR current city vs Rapid City? https://www.bestplaces.net/cost-of-
living/   In general, Rapid City has a cost of living below the national average. 

 

Housing 

Rapid City’s unique location provides a variety of home options.  Live in town on a ¼ acre lot.  
Love historical homes? We’ve got some turn of the century ones.  Enjoy the subdivision life with 
your family.  Or enjoy a home just outside of town in the trees or on the prairie with an acreage.  
You can expect to have some space, a yard, and a basement.  Maybe even a garage.  We like our 
space in Rapid City for our families, pets, cars and toys.  Looking for City Views?  The lights of 
Rapid City at night are amazing! Got that too.  There are even a number of condos and 
townhomes around if you are looking for maintenance free properties.  

https://www.bestplaces.net/cost-of-living/
https://www.bestplaces.net/cost-of-living/
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2022 Black Hills MLS residential average home sale: $366,032 

Rapid City home prices have steadily risen since 2013. 

Then things went nuts in 2020 – 2022. 

Home prices rose 31% from 2019 to 2022. This is unusual. 
Usually we see a single digit rise in price year over year. 

 

 

Home Buying Process – 29 Easy videos: https://bit.ly/2VmWKCA 

Financing 101:   What is Involved in the Prequal Process? https://youtu.be/YDCHM5DBC80 
Do you need 20% down?  https://youtu.be/0ZzDN5sVTQs  
Prequal vs Preapproval: https://youtu.be/ZvA3mmuDexw 
Conventional vs Gov’t Loans: https://youtu.be/on5IZ-IVc0Q 

Lender Recommendations: 
Angelia Dale, Gateway Mortgage  |  605-490-2246  |  Angelia.Dale@gatewayloan.com 
Cindy Fredrich, Bank West  |  605-399-4277  |  Cynthia.Fredrich@bankwest-sd.com 
Tanner Oman, CMG Financial  |  605-430-7472  |  toman@cmgfi.com 

Want to rent first? Check out my rental links: https://www.rapidhomesonline.com/rapid-city-rentals/ 

 

Moving Services: 

Thomas & Sons:  https://www.thomasandsonsmoving.com/ 

AAction Movers:  https://aactionmovers.com/ 

Green Moving and Storage: http://www.greensmovingandstorage.com/ 

Rausch Moving and Storage:  http://www.roushmovingandstorage.com/ 

Northwestern Movers/Allied Van Lines:  http://www.roushmovingandstorage.com/ 

 

  

https://bit.ly/2VmWKCA
https://youtu.be/YDCHM5DBC80
https://youtu.be/0ZzDN5sVTQs
https://youtu.be/ZvA3mmuDexw
https://youtu.be/on5IZ-IVc0Q
https://www.rapidhomesonline.com/rapid-city-rentals/
https://www.thomasandsonsmoving.com/
https://aactionmovers.com/
http://www.greensmovingandstorage.com/
http://www.roushmovingandstorage.com/
http://www.roushmovingandstorage.com/
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Education 
Public Schools: 
Rapid City Area Schools https://rcas.org/schools/ 
3 High Schools  |  5 Middle Schools  |  15 Elementary Schools 
Douglas School District (Box Elder)  https://www.dsdk12.net/ 
1 High School  |  1 Middle School  |  15 Elementary Schools 
Meade County Schools (Summerset/Sturgis)  https://www.meade.k12.sd.us/ 
1 High School  |  2 Middle Schools  |  3 Elementary Schools 
 
Private Schools: 
Rapid City Catholic Schools: https://rccss.org/ 
St. Paul’s Lutheran:  http://www.stpaulsknights.org/ 
Zion Lutheran: http://zionrc.org/ 
Rapid City Christian:  https://www.rcchristian.org/ 
 
Creekside Christian:  https://www.creeksidechristianrc.org/ 
Children’s House Montessori:  http://www.chkids.net/ 
Calvary Christian: http://www.calvarychristianschoolrapidcity.com/ 
RCAS Home School Connection:  https://public.rcas.org/HomeSchool/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Further Education: 
Black Hills Beauty College: https://www.bhbeautycollege.com/ 
Headlines Academy:  http://headlinesacademy.com/ 
Hot Rod Institute:  https://hotrod.edu/ 
John Witherspoon College:  https://jwc.edu/ 
Oglala Lakota College: http://www.olc.edu/ 
  

https://rcas.org/schools/
https://www.dsdk12.net/
https://www.meade.k12.sd.us/
https://rccss.org/
http://www.stpaulsknights.org/
http://zionrc.org/
https://www.rcchristian.org/
https://www.creeksidechristianrc.org/
http://www.chkids.net/
http://www.calvarychristianschoolrapidcity.com/
https://public.rcas.org/HomeSchool/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.bhbeautycollege.com/
http://headlinesacademy.com/
https://hotrod.edu/
https://jwc.edu/
http://www.olc.edu/
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Utility Services   

(Note: Your home location will determine which services you are connected to. Some subdivisions 
have private water and sewer companies. This info will be provided upon viewing homes and 
land.) 

Black Hills Power  https://www.blackhillsenergy.com/ 

West River Electric  http://www.westriver.com/  

Black Hills Electric Cooperative  https://bhec.coop/ 

Montana Dakota Utilities (natural gas)  https://www.montana-dakota.com/ 

City of Rapid City (water/sewer/garbage)  https://www.rcgov.org/departments/public-
works/water-division.html   605-394-4162 

Rapid City Landfill: https://www.rapidcityrecycles.org/ 

Sander Sanitation: https://sandersanitation.com/ 

Kieffer Sanitation: https://www.gokieffer.com/ 

Reber Sanitation: https://www.rebersanitation.com/ 

Hills Septic Services:  https://hillsseptic.com/ 

Silver Star Septic: https://www.facebook.com/SilverStarSepticLLC/ 

Rapid Rooter (sewer line camera and clean): https://www.rcrapidrooter.com/ 

A-1 Sewer and Drain (sewer line camera and clean): https://www.rcrapidrooter.com/  

Midco Communications (internet, TV, phone): https://www.midco.com/ 

Vast Communications (internet, TV, phone): https://www.vastbroadband.com/ 

Century Link: https://www.centurylink.com/ 

Mobile Phone: Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile (and their affiliated carriers) 

  

https://www.blackhillsenergy.com/
http://www.westriver.com/
https://bhec.coop/
https://www.montana-dakota.com/
https://www.rcgov.org/departments/public-works/water-division.html
https://www.rcgov.org/departments/public-works/water-division.html
https://www.rapidcityrecycles.org/
https://sandersanitation.com/
https://www.gokieffer.com/
https://www.rebersanitation.com/
https://hillsseptic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SilverStarSepticLLC/
https://www.rcrapidrooter.com/
https://www.rcrapidrooter.com/
https://www.midco.com/
https://www.vastbroadband.com/
https://www.centurylink.com/
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Rapid City Regional Airport: https://www.rapairport.com/ 

Rapid Ride (public bus system):  http://www.rapidride.org/ 

Dial-A-Ride: http://www.rapidride.org/dial-a-ride 

City View Trolley: http://www.rapidride.org/city-view-trolley 

Rapid City also has numerous taxis, Lyft and Uber drivers. 

 

Errands… 

Rapid City driver’s exam:  https://dps.sd.gov/ 

Pennington Title Treasurer’s Office (registration/title/taxes): https://www.pennco.org/treasurer 

US Postal Service: https://www.usps.com/   |  800-275-8777 
Main Office: 500 East Blvd. (downtown) 
Satellite Offices (both in Boyd’s Drug):  909 E St Patrick #1 (east), 655 Mountain View Road (west) 

 

Employment Services: 

SD Dept of Labor:  https://dlr.sd.gov/ 

Kelly Services:  https://www.kellyservices.us/ 

Adecco Staffing: https://www.adeccousa.com/ 

 

“Couldn't agree more with all the 5-star reviews on this list!  
Great team! You will not be disappointed.” 

 

  

https://www.rapairport.com/
http://www.rapidride.org/
http://www.rapidride.org/dial-a-ride
http://www.rapidride.org/city-view-trolley
https://dps.sd.gov/
https://www.pennco.org/treasurer
https://www.usps.com/
https://dlr.sd.gov/
https://www.kellyservices.us/
https://www.adeccousa.com/
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The Emond Team 
       Building relationships with a bit of geek and a smile 

 
                   Our family…is here for your family. 

 
Tristan Emond, the Face of the Team 

Sarah Emond, the Real Boss – keeping us in check 

Michael Emond, the Son - Assistant, Buyers agent, and Transaction Coordinator 

 

In 2006, Tristan began his real estate career.  Sarah joined him in 2010 and the Emond Team was 
officially born.  In 2016, Tristan and Sarah opened their own independent, local real estate 
brokerage, Mindful Living Realty.  After graduating with a bachelor’s in business, Michael joined 
the team in 2019. 

Communication.  Family.  Getting the job done right.  Experience.  All with a smile! 

If you aren’t having fun, you aren’t doing it right. 

Our primary mission is to find you the home that resonates with YOU.  We aren’t interested in 
selling you any home.  It’s the one that you smile about when you walk in the door.  That you’ll 
create memories in.  The place you will call home. 

 

Our passion is our clients.  They tell the story: https://www.zillow.com/profile/emondtm/#reviews 

 

team@rapidhomesonline.com 
605-391-7086 

Facebook.com/rapidcityhomesonline 
Instagram.com/tristanemond 

  

https://www.zillow.com/profile/emondtm/#reviews
mailto:team@rapidhomesonline.com
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