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Our self-sustaining source of all organic produce, fruit, berries, lamb, pork, chicken, turkey, and eggs. 
 

Meet the Great Feathered Puffer Crab 
It is about time we featured the prettiest, ahem, handsomest thing on the 

farm.  At least he thinks he is.  This absurd creature is our tom (male) turkey.  

His days are spent strutting (usualy sideways – hence ‘crab’ is his nickname) in 

full fan.  We hardly ever see him eat or drink and he never goes exploring or 

dust bathing like the females.  On the rare occations we do catch him eating or 

drinking, he seems to have a great deal of trouble keeping that long, dangling 

strand of skin, called a ‘snood’ out of his mouth.  The snood does retract, like a 

bungee cord, but sometimes he seems a little too well endowed for his own good. 

He says one thing, “gobble, gobble, gobble,” unlike the females who have a wide vocabulary of 

chirps and whistles, but he makes up for it with other strange noises.  His favorite seemes to be the chest 

thump.  He achieves that inflated chest by swallowing air (hugging him results in a sound like sitting on a 

whoopee cushion) stretching the skin across his chest into a drum head.  He has a way of internally ‘hitting’ 

that drum, which he often does while making a ‘tsuh’ sound and scraping his wing feathers along the 

ground.  It can be quite startling, especially since he likes to do that after sneaking up behind you. 
 

Around the Farm 
Water!!  What a dry, hot summer we are having.  The land is so parched.  We are having to 

aggressively water even well-established trees.  Getting fall crops started has been a challenge keeping sparse, 

shallow seedling roots moist.  Our well pump is running constantly and it is feeling the strain.  We just 

received the diagnosis, our whole well system – pump, pipe, pressure tank – are days from failing.  And this 

news came just days after our four-year-old heat-pump water heater’s circuit board fried.  (Be warned: 

Rheem doesn’t manufacture parts for a product with a 10-year warranty and otherwise built to last 30-40 

years!) 

The vegetables are really coming on now.  Potatoes, onions, and garlic are all put up for the winter.  

We can’t keep up with the broccoli, cauliflower, zucchini, yellow squash, kale, cabbage, peppers and 

tomatoes.  We are also harvesting beans, carrots, beets, turnips, celery, and parsnips. 

 

 

Until next month, 
 

 

Jay D Willis 
 

 

 

Thank You For Thinking Of Me! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Share A FREE Subscription…  

 
 
 

 

(__)     I know someone thinking of buying or  

selling a home soon, and know you will 

provide them with an outstanding level of 

service as a caring and competent agent.   

 

Name: ________________________________ 

 

Phone: (_____) _________ - ______________ 

 

(__)    Please send a Free monthly subscription of your 

“Service For Life!
®
” newsletter to the following person.  

Please also send them a friendly note with my best wishes, 

and explaining they can cancel any time they wish. 

Name: _____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 

City: _________________ State ________________ 

Zip: ________________ Phone: ________________ 


