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BLUECOAST AREA GUIDE

Wilmington, NC
Coastal living, historic character, and plenty of room to find your version of home.

Wilmington is a historic coastal city along the Cape Fear River, just minutes from the Atlantic
Ocean. It combines the amenities of a growing city with the relaxed pace and outdoor lifestyle of
the North Carolina coast.

HISTORIC WILMINGTON
Downtown Wilmington and the River District
are known for preserved architecture, the
Riverwalk, locally owned restaurants and shops,
galleries, museums, and neighborhoods filled
with Victorian homes, Craftsman bungalows,
cottages, renovated properties, and newer infill.

REAL ESTATE OPTIONS
• Historic homes and cottages
• Traditional single-family neighborhoods
• New construction communities
• Townhomes and condominiums
• Luxury, waterfront and water-access
properties
• Investment and income-producing properties

BEACH + BEYOND
Wilmington sits close to Wrightsville Beach,
Carolina Beach and Kure Beach, each with its
own personality. Across the Cape Fear River,
Leland offers newer communities and
convenient Wilmington access, while
Hampstead appeals to buyers looking for a
coastal-suburban setting and access to the
Topsail area.

GOOD TO KNOW
The greater Wilmington area is not one single
market. Housing options, price points,
insurance considerations, commute patterns
and day-to-day lifestyle can vary significantly
depending on location. For relocating buyers,
choosing the community that fits how you want
to live can matter as much as choosing the
house itself.

WHY PEOPLE
CHOOSE IT

Historic character • City conveniences • Beach access • Outdoor
recreation • Dining + culture • Broad range of homes

Thinking about
Wilmington?

BlueCoast Realty can help you compare neighborhoods,
lifestyles and home options across the greater Wilmington
area.
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Wrightsville Beach, NC
Where island living meets Wilmington’s front door to the Atlantic.

Wrightsville Beach is a small barrier-island community bordered by the Atlantic Ocean and the
Intracoastal Waterway. Its wide beaches, boating culture and close proximity to Wilmington make it
one of the region’s most distinctive coastal real estate markets.

THE WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH LIFESTYLE

Daily life here revolves around the water.
Surfing, paddleboarding, kayaking, sailing,
fishing, boating and beach walks are part of the
culture, with restaurants, shops, marinas and
gathering spots all close by.

REAL ESTATE OPTIONS

• Oceanfront and ocean-view homes
• Sound-front and Intracoastal properties
• Classic beach cottages
• Newer coastal construction
• Condos, townhomes and duplexes
• Investment or redevelopment opportunities

OCEANFRONT OR SOUND-SIDE?

Oceanfront homes offer direct beach access
and Atlantic views, while sound-side and
Intracoastal properties can emphasize boating,
docks, sunsets and calmer water. Homes
farther inland may still provide excellent beach
access without the direct-waterfront premium.

GOOD TO KNOW

Limited land means location, views, water
access, lot characteristics and redevelopment
potential can matter as much as square
footage. Buyers should also look closely at
flood zones, elevation, insurance, coastal
exposure, building requirements, rental rules
and the property’s intended use.

WHY PEOPLE
CHOOSE IT

Island lifestyle • Wide beaches • Boating + water access • Close to
Wilmington • Distinct coastal property options

Thinking about
Wrightsville Beach?

BlueCoast Realty can help you look beyond the view and
understand the property, location, coastal considerations
and long-term fit.
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Carolina Beach, NC
A little vintage. A little quirky. A lot of beach.

Carolina Beach is a classic North Carolina beach town on Pleasure Island, known for its boardwalk,
wide sandy beach and laid-back personality. Vintage cottages, modern coastal homes and active
redevelopment all share the same island, giving the community a mix of nostalgia and new
opportunity.

THE CAROLINA BEACH VIBE

Carolina Beach has a more casual, lively feel
than some nearby coastal communities. The
boardwalk, local restaurants, summer
traditions, beach cruisers and colorful cottages
give it an old-school beach-town character that
still feels distinctly local.

REAL ESTATE OPTIONS

• Classic beach cottages
• Oceanfront and ocean-view homes
• Single-family homes and new construction
• Condos, townhomes and duplexes
• Second homes and vacation rentals
• Properties with redevelopment potential

OLD MEETS NEW

Older cottages and established homes remain
part of the town’s identity, while new
construction and redevelopment continue to
reshape the housing stock. In some cases,
buyers are evaluating the land, lot
characteristics and future potential just as
closely as the existing house.

GOOD TO KNOW

Flood exposure, insurance, rental rules, zoning,
setbacks, parking, stormwater requirements
and construction feasibility can all affect a
property’s long-term use and value. For rental
buyers, seasonality, management costs and
local regulations matter just as much as
projected income.

WHY PEOPLE
CHOOSE IT

Beach-town personality • Boardwalk + local traditions • Vacation-
rental appeal • State Park access • Mix of old + new

Thinking about
Carolina Beach?

BlueCoast Realty can help you evaluate both the lifestyle
and the property details that matter on Pleasure Island.
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Kure Beach, NC
Small-town beach charm, a slower pace, and plenty of room to breathe.

Kure Beach sits on the quieter southern end of Pleasure Island, between Carolina Beach and Fort
Fisher. It is a compact, primarily residential community where beach access, outdoor recreation and
a slower pace shape everyday life.

THE KURE BEACH LIFESTYLE

Kure Beach feels quieter and more residential
than nearby Carolina Beach. The beach, Ocean
Front Park, local restaurants and the historic
fishing pier are close together, and many
residents spend their time walking, biking,
fishing, kayaking or simply enjoying the
shoreline.

REAL ESTATE OPTIONS

• Classic beach cottages and smaller homes
• Larger coastal residences
• Oceanfront properties
• Condos and duplexes
• Vacation and second-home properties
• Newer coastal construction

NATURE + HISTORY NEARBY

Just south of town, Fort Fisher adds miles of
natural coastline, maritime habitat and trails,
along with the Fort Fisher State Historic Site.
The nearby ferry also provides a scenic
connection across the Cape Fear River toward
Southport.

GOOD TO KNOW

Barrier-island ownership comes with added
considerations. Flood exposure, elevation,
insurance, coastal construction, rental rules,
storm resilience and future maintenance can all
affect the real cost of owning here. The right
property depends heavily on whether it will be
a full-time home, second home, rental or
investment.

WHY PEOPLE
CHOOSE IT

Quieter beach lifestyle • Small-town feel • Fort Fisher access •
Outdoor recreation • Residential atmosphere

Thinking about
Kure Beach?

BlueCoast Realty can help you compare coastal properties,
ownership considerations and the lifestyle differences
across Pleasure Island.
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Leland, NC
Small-town roots. More room to grow. Minutes from Wilmington.

Leland sits just west of Wilmington along the Brunswick River, offering a suburban setting with
newer homes, growing amenities and easy access to the greater Cape Fear region. Its appeal is
often the balance: more space and newer communities without feeling disconnected from
Wilmington.

WHY BUYERS LOOK AT LELAND

Compared with some of Wilmington’s
established neighborhoods and nearby beach
communities, Leland can offer more house,
newer construction and neighborhood
amenities for the money. It appeals to first-
time buyers, families, retirees and relocating
buyers looking for a coastal lifestyle without a
beach-town address.

REAL ESTATE OPTIONS

• New construction and planned communities
• Single-family homes
• Townhomes and condominiums
• Golf-course communities
• Larger-lot properties
• Active-adult and low-maintenance options

CLOSE TO WILMINGTON

Leland provides convenient access to
downtown Wilmington, medical facilities,
shopping, restaurants, employment centers and
regional attractions. It also offers access to
Brunswick County beaches and the broader
Cape Fear area, making it a practical middle
ground for many relocating buyers.

GOOD TO KNOW

Leland is growing quickly, and future
development matters. Nearby land use, zoning,
planned communities, traffic patterns, road
improvements and infrastructure can all affect
how an area feels over time. A home that
seems quietly tucked away today may look
very different as surrounding development
continues.

WHY PEOPLE
CHOOSE IT

Newer homes • More space • Wilmington access • Growing
amenities • Range of community styles

Thinking about
Leland?

BlueCoast Realty can help you compare communities,
commute patterns, nearby development and the long-term
fit of a Leland property.
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